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This article with some modifications was published 
in Monroe County Reporter’s pastor’s column. 
 

There is an old saying, I’m not sure 
where it comes from but I heard it a lot at 
seminary: “You get the priest (pastor) you 
deserve.”  The idea is that God puts leaders over 
people who reflect the collective virtues and 
vices of the people.  What often happens is that 
fingers are pointed at the leadership for the 
majority of society’s problems.  To be clear, 
leadership does have responsibility when there 
are problems. However, scapegoating those 
who are over us is easy. What is hard is seeing 
our own part in the problems of any given 
organization whether it be a company, a church 
community, or the president of the US.   

This week many of us will cast our vote 
in the presidential election. I haven’t heard too 
many people who are wholeheartedly happy 
with the main two candidates this season (those 
who I will not give a name). The other day as I 
walked around the GA fair I was thinking about 
our culture and it occurred to me, “We will get 
the President that we deserve, whether we like 
it or not.”  

 
I do not do much cultural commentary 

but it seems clear to me that we are living in a 
post Christian culture.  The candidates will all 
pay homage to Judeo-Christian values but it 
rings hallow in their policies and the way they 
have lived their lives.  There may be pockets of 
Christian culture in various places but for the 
most part, most of society has moved on.  
“Culture” is defined by the Merriam-Webster 
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dictionary as: “the customary beliefs, social 
forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, 
or social group; the characteristic features of 
everyday existence…the set of shared attitudes, 
values, goals, and practices that characterizes an 
institution or organization.”  If we are not a 
specifically Christian culture than what kind of 
culture do we have? 

First of all we have a secular culture. 
Secularism is a world view that 
compartmentalizes and separates the spiritual 
from the day to day realm. In a secular society it 
is ok for you to be 
religious, but 
religion/faith is 
something that you do 
on your own time. 
Secularism allows us to 
vote for people who do 
not believe the way we 
do because after all 
their private faith is not supposed to affect their 
public policy.  Secularism also means that one is 
not expected to be truly devout in anything but 
ideology.  Secularism is not a Christian virtue. 

Secondly, our culture is all about 
money.  On the whole, we like the idea that if 
you work hard you can live the “American 
Dream.” We expect that our GDP should grow 
every year ad infinity. Everyone is supposed to 
have good paying jobs and everyone is should 
be able to rise from “rags to riches.”  Money is 
power, influence, proof of value, and success.  
In our culture poverty is often seen as a moral 
failure and a sin. In one way or another many 
votes will be cast solely based on how a 
candidate effects our wallets.   I believe some 
ancient radical said one time “blessed are the 
poor.”  I am not sure what he meant but I do 
know that wealth and the love of money have 
never been considered a Christian virtues.  

Finally, we have a culture that exults 
individual rights.  This leads us to have culture 
of resentment.  We want “our liberty” and “our 
rights” and if anyone asks us to bend or change 

our rights we resent it, even if it may be for the 
“greater good.”  We have race, gender, 
sexuality, economic status, and a host of other 
categories that are uses to pit us against one 
another. Every new day there is a new “offence” 
to be offended at.  Every new day someone is 
supposedly trying to take something away from 
us. Our Lord laid down His life and did not 
claim is own rights. Individual rights and 
resentments are not Christian virtues.  The only 
categories Jesus seemed concerned about was 
our care for the disadvantaged, our love for our 

neighbors and even our 
enemies.  

There are many 
other cultural markers 
that could be written out 
but not in such a short 
article.  I recognize that I 
am not offering any real 
political solutions. I am 

not criticizing the Left, Right, or Center.  I am 
certainly not advising you what to do in this 
election cycle. I am only pointing out the fact 
that each one of us is part of the culture, and we 
have to take responsibility for our part before 
we expect others to take responsibility for their 
part. When I look at the current presidential line 
up I may not like it but all I have to do is turn 
my gaze towards myself and our surrounding 
culture and see that these candidates, whether 
they know it or not, are somehow the ones we 
currently deserve.   

I am also challenged because I believe 
that even if our Lord Jesus himself came back 
tomorrow and ran to be our president I don’t 
think he would make it past the primaries.  I’m 
not sure he would get many votes from inside 
or outside His church. May God have mercy on 
us. Remember, no matter who wins or loses our 
challenge is to be virtuous Christians in all 
things. 

 
 In Christ,   

Fr. Theophan 
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Announcements 
 

 Sunday, November 5th little James Olson 
will be baptized during the Divine Liturgy. 
The Baptismal Liturgy will begin at 9:45am.  

 Men’s retreat, Saturday November 12th.  

 The Annual Parish Meeting is scheduled for 
Sunday, November 13th after the Divine 
Liturgy.  

 Our choir will be singing at the Choir & 
Praise Fest, Sunday November 13th 6pm.  
Please come and support our people. The 
event will be at First Baptist Church in 
Forsyth. 

 The Nativity Fast will begin on Tuesday the 
15th.  

 The new Parish Council will be sworn in on 
Sunday the 20th after the Divine Liturgy. 

 The Parish Council will meet briefly on 
Sunday November 20th at 12:30. 

 Confessions are heard every Saturday from 
5-6pm, before Sunday Liturgy if there is a 
need, and by appointment. 

 

November Men’s Retreat 
We are planning the men’s retreat on Saturday 
November 12th from 10am -5pm at the Dorogy’s 
farm.  
 

Many Years! 
Birthdays  1--Fr. Theophan 

5--Kimberly Guest 
14--Elena Hintermaier 

Anniversaries 
14--Mose and Nikki Williams 
 

 
 
 

 
Sunday, November 13, 2016 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

In Acts 1 after our Lord ascended it is 
recorded that the Apostles and 120 people 
gathered in the “upper room.”  It was in the 
context of a meeting that God in His mercy and 
wisdom poured out the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost.  Once a year, every year at St. 
Innocent Church we gather together in Christ 
to have our Annual Parish Meeting.   

Our Annual Parish Meeting is an 
opportunity to review the mission of our 
parish and how we are accomplishing that 
mission.  What is our vison?  What are we 
doing to accomplish the vision that God has 
given us?  The Annual Meeting is also an 
opportunity to connect with our community as 
a whole, to hear about the work of the various 
committees, to give input, and help shape the 
direction of our parish for the future.  The 
business side of the annual meeting involves 
voting on various measures that directly affect 
the life of our community such as electing 
parish council members and approving next 
year’s parish budget.   

As a member of St. Innocent Orthodox 
Church your attendance is vital to the health 
and success of our parish in the years to come. 
Please save the date and make it a point to 
attend this important community gathering.   
May God bless us with the same blessing He 
sent upon His Apostles in the upper room.  
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November 2016 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 
 

6pm Daily Vespers 

3 
9-1pm CPE 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

4 5 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

6 
9:15 Church school 
9:20am Hours 
10am Baptismal 
Divine Liturgy 
11:45am Agape 

 

7 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 

6pm Daily Vespers 

10 
9-1pm CPE 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

11 
 

Veterans Day 

12 
10-5pm Men’s 

Retreat 
 

6pm Readers 
Vespers at Church 

13 
9:15 Church school 
9:40am Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
12pm Annual Parish 
Meeting 
6pm Choir Fest 

 

14 15  
 

Nativity Fast 
Begins 

16 
 

6pm Daily Vespers 

17 
9-1pm CPE 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

18 19 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

Entry of the 
Theotokos 

20 
9:15 Church school 
9:40am Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45 swear in new PC 
12pm Agape 

 

21 
 

Entry of the 
Theotokos into 

the Temple 

22 23 
 

6pm Akathist of 
Thanksgiving 

24 Thanksgiving Day 25 26 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 

27 
9:15 Church school 
9:40am Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45am Agape 
12:30 Lenten Class 

 

28 29 30 
 

6pm Daily Vespers 
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December 2016 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 
9-1pm CPE 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

2 3 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 

4 
9:15 Church school 
9:40am Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45am Agape 
12:30pm Lenten Class 

5 6 
 

6pm Akathist to 
St. Nicholas the 
Wonderworker 

7 
 

6pm Advent 
Paraklesis 

8 
9-1pm CPE 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

9 10 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 

11 
9:15 Church school 
9:40am Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45am Agape 
12:30pm Lenten Class 

12 13 
 

6pm Akathist to 
St. Herman of 

Alaska 

 

14 
 

6pm Advent 
Paraklesis 

15 
9-1pm CPE 

1-4pm Central State 
Prison Ministry 

16 17 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 

18 
9:15 Church school 
9:40am Hours 
10am Divine Liturgy 
11:45am Agape 
12:30pm Lenten Class 
 

19 
 
 

20 21 
 

6pm Advent 
Paraklesis 

22 
 

9-1pm CPE 
1-4pm Central State 

Prison Ministry 

23 
 
9am Royal Hours 

24 
10am Vesperal 
Divine Liturgy 

 
6pm Nativity Vigil 

25 
 
9:40am Hours 
10am Festal Divine 
Liturgy 
11:45am Agape 

 
 
 

26 27 28 fast free 
 

6pm Daily Vespers 

29 30 fast free 31 
 

5pm Confession 
6pm Great Vespers 

 
 
 
 

 


