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Learning from Noah
This past month we have been studying
Genesis. In particular, most of our time has
been spent looking Genesis 6-9 which is the
section where the story great flood and
Noah’s ark is recounted. The story of Noah’s
ark is on the one hand very simple, a familiar
children’s Sunday school story. On the other
hand, there are profound messages hidden
within the simple narrative. Here are some
lessons we can learn from the story of Noah
and the flood.
Noah lived in a time where the human
race had become wicked and perverse. We
are not given many details as the nature of
human depravity at that time except for a
reference to giants being born from the
“Son’s of God and the daughters of men.”
The book of Enoch, which parallels the story
of the flood, mentions every kind of
wickedness imaginable including drinking

blood and sinning against animals. Genesis
simply states that “Lord saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth
and that every intent of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continually.” We can
assume that this wickedness extended to all
aspects of everyday life. Despite the
wickedness of his time, Noah was righteous
and because of his righteousness, his family
was saved.
Our times are also wicked and perverse.
In particular, we live in a time where
Christain morality is declining. While our
moral rudder had declined our technology
and self-centeredness has ascended. There
are many sins that we can partake of that
historically were not possible. We can now
destroy the world while at the same time
having access to any given passionate
pleasure with the click of a keyboard. As
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Christian morality declines the vacuum has
been filled with violence and depravity.
One only needs to look at the body count
of the 20th century which was one of the
most bloody centuries in human history.
When people say that the 20th century is
one of the most bloody, they usually leave
out things like the massive infanticide that
occurs daily, through abortion, in our
culture.
The story of Noah reminds us that it is
possible to be righteous in the midst of a
perverse generation. This is no trivial thing.
It is heroic to be holy in a time of cultural
decay. It takes heroic strength to stand
firm in one's faith in the midst of a
spiraling cultural ethos. Some are called to
live “in the world and not of the world” and
some are called to retreat from the world,
either way, all are called to live righteously.
Righteousness is the continual pursuit of
holiness and it is our responsibility to
pursue it. We cannot blame our culture for
our personal sins. The only thing stopping
us from pursuing holiness is our lack of
interest or care.
By faith, Noah spent 120 years preparing
for a flood as he was commanded. St. Issac
the Syrian poetically states: “The ark of
Noah was built in the time of peace, and
its timbers were planted by him a hundred
years beforehand. In the time of wrath, the
evil man perished, but the ark became the
shelter for the righteous.” It is assumed
that Noah explained why he was building
an ark to those who cared to ask. For 120
years people heard what Noah had to say
but did not heed his words nor help. In the
end, only Noah and his family are saved
from the flood.
By faith, we are living in anticipation of
Christ’s second coming. We do not know
when our world will end, whether we are
speaking about the world in general or our
own personal life. We have been given
commandments in the New Testament.
People may not understand our lifestyle,
our morality, our church or why we do
what we do. People may ridicule us and
the message of Christ.In the end, during
our time of peace, we need to be working
diligently for our salvation. Actually, we are

called to make our preparations for the
Kingdom of Heaven one of our primary
vocations in this life. In the end, we will be
overtaken by either death or our Lord’s
coming. The only thing stopping us from
diligently preparing is our lack of desire for
Christ and His Kingdom.
There are many other lessons and ways
to apply the Biblical flood narrative to our
Christian walk. I have only scratched the
surface by focusing on those things that
encourage us to take responsibility for our
pursuit of holiness within our own
households.
The sobering truth is that there is
always a proverbial flood coming. There is
always something that is threatening our
existence. The only way to find stability in
the midst of chaos is to do what we can to
unite ourselves to Him Who is immovable.
That is, to unite our selves to Christ and His
Church. In order to save his family, Noah
was called by God to build an ark. He
obeyed and was saved. The question for us
is, what am I called to do for my salvation
and the salvation of my family? May God
prepare us for whatever may come, and
may He especially make us reading for His
second and great coming.
In Christ, Fr. Theophan
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
On Tuesday and Thursday mornings at
9am, we serve a short Morning Prayers
service.
On Wednesday evenings after Vespers,
we have a Bible Study. Currently, we are
studying Genesis.
On Saturday's after Vespers, we are
having our Catechism series - Exploring
the Orthodox Christian Faith. All are
welcome.
On Sunday the 12th we will have an
informal Parish update. The Annual
Parish meeting has been moved to
January 28, 2018
Our choir will be singing at the Choir &
Praise Fest, Sunday, November 12th
at 6pm. Please come and support our
people. The event will be at First Baptist
Church in Forsyth.
The Nativity Fast will begin on
Wednesday the 15th.
The parish council is scheduled to meet
on the 16th at 7pm. We are meeting at
Fr. Theophan's house.
Fr. Theophan will be out of town visiting
family for the week of Thanksgiving.
On Sunday, Nov 26 we will have a
Baptismal Liturgy.
The Prayer Group Paraklesis will be
served on Tuesday, the 28th at 6pm.
Confessions are heard every Saturday
before Great Vespers between 5 pm and
6pm or before Sunday Liturgy between
9:15- 9:40am. There is no need to
schedule an appointment unless it is
outside of the above times.

MANY YEARS!
Birthdays
November

1
Fr. Theophan
5 Kimberly Guest
7 Mariana Turner
7 Jacob Turner
14 Elena Hintermaier

Anniversaries 14 Mose and Nikki Williams

2018 PLEDGE
DRIVE
Thank you to all those who pledged for our
2018 budget. 26 families pledged! Thank
you and thank God!

CHOIR
Calling all ladies! If you can sing and would
like to join our fine choir please let Mark
know. There is a need for a few more
female voices.

SERVICE
We are always looking for people to serve
by donating their time and talents in the
parish. Here are a few needs we have:
- Right now we are looking for someone to
be a treasurer of the parish council.
- Fr. Theophan could use help with weekly
bulletins, updating the website, and the
newsletter.
- The choir needs a few more
female voices.
- For many years we have tried to organize
greeters to welcome visitors in the parish.
- We could use more money counters,
those who help count the offering weekly
after the Divine Liturgy.
- We always can use people who cook and
provide our fellowship meal on Sunday's.
- We always need help cleaning up after
the coffee hour or on Church cleanup day.
What about ministry ideas?
- Organizing meals for those in need.
- Visiting those who cannot make it to
church.
Please take the time to consider what
ways you can help our parish. Thank you to
all those who serve already. Your sacrifice
makes a big difference our small
community.

Thank You, O Lord!
Final words
Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann, the late Dean of Saint Vladimir’s Seminary, celebrated the
Divine Liturgy for the last time on Thanksgiving Day 1983. Two weeks later, on December 13, he fell
asleep in the Lord. As is well known, Father Alexander had devoted his entire life to teaching, writing
and preaching about the Eucharist—the Greek word eucharist means thanksgiving. At the conclusion
of the Liturgy, Father Alexander took from his pocket a short written sermon, in the form of a prayer,
which he proceeded to read. This was uncharacteristic of Father Alexander, since he never wrote his
liturgical homilies, but delivered them extemporaneously. These were his words, which proved to be
the last ever spoken by him from the ambo in Church.
Thank You, O Lord!
Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy.
Thank You, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which we offered to the Holy Trinity, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, and which filled our hearts with the joy, peace, and righteousness of the Holy
Spirit.
Thank You, O Lord, for having revealed Yourself unto us and given us the foretaste of Your
Kingdom.
Thank You, O Lord, for having united us to one another in serving You and Your Holy Church.
Thank You, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome all difficulties, tensions, passions, temptations
and restored peace, mutual love, and joy in sharing the communion of the Holy Spirit.
Thank You, O Lord, for the sufferings You bestowed upon us, for they are purifying us from
selfishness and reminding us of the “one thing needed;” Your eternal Kingdom.
Thank You, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are free to worship You.
Thank You, O Lord, for this school, where the name of God is proclaimed.
Thank You, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives and, especially, children who teach us how to
celebrate Your holy Name in joy, movement, and holy noise.
Thank You, O Lord, for everyone and everything.
Great are You, O Lord, and marvelous are Your deeds, and no word is sufficient to celebrate Your
miracles.
Lord, it is good to be here! Amen!

