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Choosing the Kingdom
Every year, as we journey towards Nativity,
I find myself contemplating how busymaking our society is at this time of year.
Increasingly it seems we all live at a frenetic
pace and our attention is pulled in a
multitude of directions. It seems that most of
us feel like we have no choice but to be busy.
In this anxious context, special seasons of the
Church year like Nativity can feel like an
additional burden heaped on top of
everything we already carry. The joy of
Christ's birth is easily stripped from the
season.
In my statement about the Church being
an additional burden, I have revealed
something that seems to live innately within
our hearts. The Church is often felt to be an
optional extra that breaks into our "lives" and
makes demands. Work, school, vacations,

family, and responsibilities are the core of
what we believe life is about. Faith may be a
part of our life but it is easily crowded out
and compartmentalized into a few hours a
week. This compartmentalization is what our
society encourages. It is only people without
"lives" or specialized "religious" people (who
are generally paid) who have time to place
the Christian faith somewhere near the
center of their lives. The rest of us are stuck in
the frantic matrix.
In any given society there are all sorts of
messages coursing through the collective
unconscious. As a product of our society, we
often pick up and believe these messages
without consciously examining them. When
we unconsciously believe the narratives of the
world it can lead us to feel victimized
as though we do not have a choice in what
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we do. The choices the world presents are to
either get with the busy program or be
defeated by it and made irrelevant. Either
way, it is futile to resist. I'm sure the devil
rejoices that the celebration and joy of
Christ's birth have been turned into
bothersome demand for some.
One of the meanings of Christ's nativity is
that all fatalistic cycles have been broken.
Solomon stated, "That which has been is
what will be, that which is done is what will
be done and there is nothing new under the
sun" (Eccl 1:9, NKJV). This was true until the
incarnation, at which point something
absolutely new occurred, God became Man.
In His incarnation, Christ replaced the
ancient futility that all of mankind and
creation had been subjected to. Christ is
"new" and with His "newness" he bestows the
illumination of new life on mankind in all of
his endeavors. The good news of the Gospel
is that by the grace of God we are able to
step outside of our fatalistic cycles and make
new choices.
In other words, in Christ, by the grace of
God, we can choose to put God at the center
of our lives. We do not have to be pushed
around by the devil or our society. If Christ
has healed our human nature, conquered
death, and the devil, it means we now have
choices. We are no longer simply victims of
the cosmos. This means that by the grace of
God we can break away from our society and
our world and forge a new way rooted in
Christ.
The problem with having choices is that
we are given the responsibility to choose.
There are of course things we do not choose
such as the proverbial cards we have been
dealt in this life. The things we can change
are how we respond to the world around us
and the goals we set for ourselves. It is in the
everyday things we say and do where these
choices are made. Our Lord would have us
put pursuit for the Kingdom of Heaven at the
center of our lives.

As we journey through the fast to our
Lord's Nativity lets challenge ourselves to
see what or who is at the center of our lives.
If the Church is seen as an add-on extra
burden in an already overburdened life
then it would be a good time to reconsider
our priorities and goals. The hardest part of
the Christian life is realizing and making
day to day choices that put the Kingdom of
Heaven first. May God bless us to
experience the true joy and liberation of our
Lord’s Nativity in a new and real way this
year.
In Christ,
Fr. Theophan

NEWS&UPDATES
We are now serving Matins every
Sunday starting at 8:45am.
If you are interested in being on the
"Playground Committee" please let Fr.
Theophan know.
St. Nicholas' feast day will be celebrated
on December 5/6.
St. Herman's feast day will be
celebrated on December 12/13
Family Church School is scheduled for
Saturday, December 8th at 4pm.
If you have interest in reading the
Epistle during the Divine Liturgy please
let Fr. Theophan know. Once people
respond there will be a brief class and
then a scheduled rotation.
The Parish Council Meets on Thursday,
December 13th at 7pm.
If you use Kroger Card you can donate
while you shop to our parish through
the Kroger Community Rewards
DSJ072.
Confessions are heard either before or
after any church service and on
Sunday's from 9:20-9:40am.
See Calendar below for the schedule of
services and happenings at St. Innocent
Church. You can also find this calendar
on our Google calendar, on our
website.
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Nativity Charity
Project

Saturday,
December 8TH
4 PM
During the Nativity fast, we will be raising
funds to support Jay’s Hope
www.jayshope.org. Please visit their website
for more information about their services
and programs.
Our goal over the fast is to raise $750.00.
You may give by Check or Cash make sure
it is clear that you are donating to our
Nativity Charity Project.
You can also donate digitally through
Realm. by either following this link
https://onrealm.org/siocmacon/Give/KURTU
WVNXY
Or through this QR code.

See you there!
MANY YEARS!
Birthdays
5 Diane Dorogy
6 Michael Muth
6 Leah Hough
9 Plato Powers
9 Diana Grace Stephens
9 Izzy Magnusson
9 Henry Gordy
11 Pauline Magnusson
11 Landon Williams
14 Aidan Hintermaier
15 Sophia Gratigny
15 Nicholas Curington
18 Muryah Scouten
21 Ray Lanier
25 John Haralson
27 Edward Demenchonok
28 Daniel Bush
31 Isaac Curington
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Nativity Scripture
Readings
On the Eve of the Nativity of our Lord
Jesus Christ, there are many Old
Testament readings which the Church
prescribes to be read aloud in Church.
Below is an outline detailing all the
Scriptural readings, Old and New
Testament, surrounding our liturgical
celebration of Christ’s birth. Please take
the time read, and contemplate these
Scriptures asking God to illuminate your
understanding, especially if you know you
will not be able to attend the Nativity
services.

NEW!
Sunday Matins
We now serve Resurrection Matins every
Sunday at 8:45 am. The Matins service is
a good way to prayerfully warm yourself
up for the Divine Liturgy. "The Matins
service of the Church unites the elements
of morning psalmody and prayer with
meditation on the Biblical canticles, the
Gospel reading, and the particular theme
of the day in the given verses and hymns.
The themes of God’s revelation and light
are also always central to the morning
service of the Church."

Readings for the Royal Hours
1st Hour:
Old Testament- Micah 5:2-4
Epistle - Hebrews 1:1-12
Gospel – Matthew 1:18-25
3rd Hour:
Old Testament – Jeremiah (Baruch) 3:354:4
Epistle – Galatians 3:23-29
Gospel – Luke 2:1-20
6th Hour:
Old Testament – Isaiah 7:10-16, 8:1-4, 9-10
Epistle – Hebrews 1:10-2:3
Gospel – Matthew 2:1-12
9th Hour:
Old Testament – Isaiah 9:6-7
Epistle – Hebrews 2:11-18
Gospel – Matthew 2:13-23
Readings for Vespers
Genesis 1:1-13
Numbers 24:2-3, 5-9, 17-18.
Micah 4:6-7, 5:5-4
Isaiah 11:1-10
Jeremiah (Baruch) 3:35-4:4
Daniel 2:31-36, 44-45
Isaiah 9:6-7
Isaiah 7:10-16; 8:1-4, 9-10
Readings for Christmas Liturgy
Epistle – Galatians 4:4-7
Gospel – Matthew 2:1-12

Nativity Service Schedule

Monday, December 24
9 am Nativity Royal Hours
6 pm Great Vespers W/Litya

Tuesday, December 25
9:40 am Hours
10 am Festal Divine Liturgy

