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Why does our parish exist?
In his presentation last month, Fr. David
Rucker from OCMC, showed us a picture of
native Alaskans working together hunting
whale to feed their village. The whole
village was involved in some way in this
ritual of survival. Fr. David used this image
as an image of a healthy church
community working together and
proposed that healthy Christian
communities, by the grace of God, are
synchronized to work together towards a
common God-given goal.
For the Alaskans in the picture, the
common goal was feeding the village. If we
were to be synchronized and work
together towards a common goal as a
church community, what would you say
this goal would be? This question can be a
bit overwhelming because it would require
our community to have a common
understanding of what the church is for
and then to set its direction. A common

understanding can be complicated
because there are a host of different
reasons why people go to church and what
they expect to put into or get out of our
church.
As with any topic, there is a multitude of
motives as to why people choose to do
what they do. The Church/Christian faith is
not exempt from people’s motivations.
There are many inspirational reasons why
one might join a Church community like
ours and there are just as many false
motives that creep into our faith. Author J.R
Beeke in his book A Faithful Church
Member commenting on some false ideas
people have about church comments that,
Some people treat the church like a
museum that preserves memories and
artifacts from the past, to be revisited
from time to time. Others go to church
as if it were a shopping mall, where
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they seek programs and services that
will meet their own needs or those of
their family. Perhaps in reaction to this
shopping-mall image, some people
have redefined the church as a
community outreach program.
J.R Beeke is writing to a Protestant
audience but his message is relevant to us.
Consumerism is the law of our land and it
filters down to many people’s ideas about
the Church. What might some of the false
understandings of the Church be among
Orthodox Christians? One of the most
prominent accusations from people
outside the Orthodox Church is that for
many Orthodox Christians the Church is an
ethnic club that exists primarily to preserve
Old World culture. Here are some other
reasons that I have heard or experienced
over the years: The Church… a magic
sacramental dispensary, a place to get
good luck blessings or a guardian angel or
to keep membership in order to be buried.
Obviously, the above reasons that people
“do church” have nothing much to do with
the content of the Christian faith.
The Christian faith is about
encountering the living God in Jesus Christ
and making Him the center of our lives.
The Church only exists to preserve the Way
for us to encounter Christ. What are the
positive, inspirational, genuinely lifechanging reasons people “do church?”
Some are motivated by the love of God.
Some become motivated because in Christ
we find the forgiveness of sins, healing of
soul and body, ultimate meaning, genuine
transformation, joy, peace, and eternal life.
In the Body of Christ, we are knitted
together into new and potentially holy
family/community as we “unite ourselves
and each other and all of our lives to Christ
our God” working towards our individual
and common salvation. Some come
because they experience our worship as a
foretaste of the Heavenly Kingdom.
In the foundational statement for St.
Innocent Church written years ago, we
stated that we hoped people would come
and visit us to “make a life-changing
connection with Our Lord God and Savior
Jesus Christ.” If I was asked why our parish
exists, this is the answer I would give. We
exist to facilitate in any and every way
possible, this life-changing connection
Jesus Christ to everyone and anyone.

This is the “goal” and the prime motive that
I would have people in our community
unite around.
However, what does the above
statement mean for each person in our
community? Is there anything concrete we
could pull out of the statement above?
How could each individual member of our
church community participate in the
above goal? One concrete thing we can do
is to recommit ourselves to “seeking the
Kingdom first” in our personal lives. The first
step towards a healthy parish,
synchronized and working together by
God’s grace towards a common goal, is the
commitment of each individual member
to prayerfully make Christ the center of
their lives. A faithful relationship to Christ is
what gives birth do a faithful relationship
to a church community.
This month we will begin to
contemplate a mission/vision statement for
our parish. A mission/vision statement is a
succinct statement of values and direction
that is concrete and actionable. Let’s pray
that God will grant us a fruitful discussion
as we set the direction of our parish for the
years to come.

NEWS&UPDATES
The Parish Council recently approved
our Cemetery Rules and Regulations. As
soon as we get the grave makers placed
we can begin to sell plots.
Please see Church School
Announcement below.
Please see Marriage Retreat
Announcement below.
Christopher Mareska will be Chrismated
into the Orthodox Church on Sunday
the 22nd.
Christopher Mareska and Elena Duran
will be united in Marriage Saturday the
29th @ Holy Cross Church.
If you use Kroger Card you can donate
while you shop to our parish through
the Kroger Community Rewards
program. Our account number is
SJ072.
-See Calendar below for the schedule of
services and happenings at St. Innocent
Church. You can also find this calendar
on our Google calendar, on our
website.
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Church School!
For Youth and Adults
Saturday, September 15TH
4 PM
At our Church School discussion in August, the parish decided to have our
Church School gather once a month on a Saturday. It was also mentioned
that we could offer the adults an opportunity for fellowship and education at
the same time as the youth. We will be beginning the Church School year
Saturday, September 15th at 4 PM.
Here are a few exciting things that will be unique about Church School this
year at St. Innocent.
+ Church School will meet once a month on a Saturday.
+ While the youth are being taught there will also be fellowship and education
provided for the adults. Currently, Mark Dorogy is planning a series of
discussions on the Christian life.
+ Church School, for adults and youth, will be from 4-5:30 PM.
+ We encourage families to stay for Great Vespers.
+ Afte Vespers we have food and fellowship in the parish hall to end the night.
In early September, the parish will be emailed a registration form for the
children. There will also be a Realm registration link sent out to the
community.

See you there
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3 pm: Dr. David Ford
"Wisdom about Marriage from the Saints
through the Centuries"
4:15 pm: Dr. Mary Ford
"Spiritual Life & Family Life"
practical help from the saints and other
"wise ones" from our own time
We will have a fee will offering along with
books authored by the Fords.
Childcare will be provided.
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MANY YEARS!
Birthdays

3 Elena Duran
3 Nichole Lawrence
12 Mariana Munteanu
14 Nicholai Uchakin
16 Elena Codreanu
17 Pres. Elena Buck
19 Allen Almquist
20 Larysa Moore
25 Jerome Gratigny
27 Bryan Gordy
29 James Olson
29 Marie Brown
30 Colin Croft
Anniversaries
1 Chris & Sandi Wilcox
1 John & Mariana Turner
16 Mark & Diane Dorogy
25 Bryan & Juliana Gordy

BOOK CLUB IS
BACK!
Book Club resumes Thursday, October 11th
at 6:30 PM at Taste & See Coffee located at
546 Poplar Street in downtown Macon. We
are reading Indication of the Way Into the
Kingdom of Heaven by St. Innocent of
Alaska, which is available in our bookstore
for $9.95. All are welcome.

OCF
MILLEDGEVILLE
& MACON
We are starting an OCF chapter in
Milledgeville which will meet weekly.
Orthodox Christian Fellowship (OCF) is the
official campus ministry organization of
the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox
Bishops of the United States of America. If
you know any college students who are
Orthodox or who might be interested
please let them know. The calendar below
has the dates we will be meeting for the
next few months. Please keep this ministry
in your prayers.

ATLANTA, GA
OCTOBER 5-7
Who: The Connect Conference is for young
Orthodox adults, ages 21-39, looking for
ways to connect more deeply with their
faith and fellow Orthodox Christians.
What: The theme for our 2018 conference
is "Understanding Our Purpose." Keynote
speakers and breakout sessions will help
participants consider ways to encounter
their true purpose while endeavoring to
live a more Christ-centered life in our
increasingly fragmented world.
When: October 5-7, 2018
Where: Sheraton Hotel in Downtown
Atlanta, Georgia. Register now!
https://connectorthodoxy.org
Why: The inaugural Connect Conference in
2017 was a great success; glory to God! The
young adult and young professional
period is a critical time in life – it is no
different for our Orthodox faithful. As
young adults learn to navigate the world,
they often seek to increase their faith and
devotion to Christ as well. That's where
opportunities like Connect come in. We
want to help young adults in the midst of
juggling the endless demands of everyday
life. With God at the heart of its planning
and purpose, this conference aims to
create the opportunity for young adults to
better connect with their faith and other
Orthodox Christian young adults. While
forces may fragment the Orthodox
church, we as the body of Christ can come
together to overcome discouragement
about the future of our Orthodox church
in America.
For questions contact Nichole Lawrence at
jjflash04@gmail.com

