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Troparion and Kontakion 
 

Tone 5 Troparion (Resurrection) 
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-
eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our 
salvation from the Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on 
the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the 
dead// by His glorious Resurrection.  
 
Tone 3  Kontakion (from the Lenten Triodion) 
 I have recklessly forgotten Thy glory, O Father; and 
among sinners I have scattered the riches which Thou 
gavest me. And now I cry to Thee as the Prodigal: “I have 
sinned before Thee, O merciful Father; receive me as a 
penitent, // and make me as one of Thy hired servants!” 
 
Epistle: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 
12 All things are lawful for me, but all things are not helpful. 
All things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under 
the power of any. 13 Foods for the stomach and the stomach 
for foods, but God will destroy both it and them. Now the 
body is not for sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the 
Lord for the body. 14 And God both raised up the Lord and 
will also raise us up by His power. 15 Do you not know that 
your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? 
Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined 
to a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” He says, 
“shall become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord 
is one spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin 
that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits 
sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or do you 
not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not 
your own? 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore 



glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s. 
 
Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 
11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the 
younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the 
portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided to them his 
livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son 
gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there 
wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when he 
had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and 
he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself 
to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields 
to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his 
stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave 
him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, 
‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread 
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will 
arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I 
have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of 
your hired servants.” ’ 20 “And he arose and came to his 
father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw 
him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and 
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer 
worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring 
the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 
24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost 
and is found.’ And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his 
older son was in the field. And as he came and drew near 
to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called 
one of the servants and asked what these things meant. 



27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because 
he has received him safe and sound, your father has killed 
the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he was angry and would not go in. 
Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So 
he answered and said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I 
have been serving you; I never transgressed your 
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a 
young goat, that I might make merry with my friends. 
30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured 
your livelihood with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for 
him.’ 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, 
and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should 
make merry and be glad, for your brother was dead and is 
alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ” 
 

GREAT LENT 
A SCHOOL OF REPENTANCE 

Its Meaning for Orthodox Christians 
By The Rt. Rev. Alexander Schmemann 

 
Second Prepatory Week: Return to the Father 

Sunday of the Prodigal Son 
The Gospel reading of this day (Luke 15:11-32) gives 

us the second theme of Lent and repentance: that of 
the return to God. It is not enough to acknowledge sins 
and to confess them. Repentance remains fruitless without 
the desire and decision to change life, to go back to God, to 
begin the movement of ascension and purification. We 
must realize that we have lost our spiritual beauty and 
purity and we must want to recover them: "... I shall return 
to the compassionate Father crying with tears: Receive me 
as one of Thy servants." At Matins we sing Psalm 137: "By 
the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when 
we remembered Zion.... If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning." The Christian remembers 



and knows that he has lost communion with God, the 
peace and the joy of His Kingdom, the purity of the new 
life. For he was baptized, introduced into the Body of 
Christ, but his sins have driven him away from God. 
Repentance, therefore, is this desire to return to God, a 
movement of love and trust: “I have wickedly strayed 
away from Thy Fatherly glory, and wasted the riches Thou 
gavest me among sinners. Then do I raise the prodigal's cry 
unto Thee, O Bountiful Father, I have sinned against Thee: 
take me back as a penitent, and make me as one of thy hired 
servants....” 
 

Many Years! 
Birthdays 1  Molly Croft  

2  Danny Bush  
2  Paul Guest 
5  Mark Dorogy 

 
Announcements for Sunday, February 21, 2021:  

• Wednesday @ 6pm Vespers 
o @ 7:15pm Prayer in Unseen Warfare 

discussion group 

• New book discussion group starts in March. The 
book we will be discussing is 30 Steps to Heaven.  

• Friday Soul Saturday Vespers @ 6pm 

• Saturday Soul Saturday Liturgy @ 10am 

• Next Sunday is “Meat fare” Sunday when we 
begin fasting from meat for Great Lent.  


