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2020
and beyond
By Fr. Theophan Buck

As we head into 2021, I would like to give a brief
overview of what we have accomplished and been
through in the last year. First of all, it has to be
acknowledged that 2020 was a rough year with
unprecedented challenges that have put a lot of
stress on most of us. The directives from our
government and our diocese have been frustrating
to deal with but none-the-less had to be followed. I
am aware of people who have been frustrated with
the response of our Diocese. We are all human and
we have done our best in this situation. I ask for
your forgiveness and your love “which covers a
multitude of sins.” Of course, we are all looking
forward to a time when we have no restrictions.
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Despite the troubles of 2020, overall, we have had a
great year at St. Innocent. We fulfilled our budget. We
have had a few catechumens and people who have
been received into the Church. Services have remained
regular, we extended our reach with live-stream, we
have studied a few books in the book club, and we have
done quite a bit of charity locally. (the Mentor's Project
(helps kids graduate), the Middle GA Foodbank,
Central State Prison, and Middle Georgia Rescue
Mission (clothing for the poor). Interestingly, the
pandemic has also given us some opportunities to
reflect on how we do ministry as a community that is
geographically spread out. There have been positive
developments in our core leadership team.
Our mission in Middle-Georgia is simple: We want St.
Innocent Church to be a place where people encounter
Christ’s love through our worship, community, and
everything that we do. We also want our parish to be a
place of spiritual growth and discipleship.
In 2021 we plan on continuing much of what we are
already doing, worship, discipleship, community, and
charity. A few weeks ago, I sent out a survey and it
seemed that there was a pattern in people’s responses
which will be the focus of what we do this year.
The first common response was that people want to
be invested in and helped as Christian disciples. As we
have in the past, the plan is to continue offering our
small group book discussions, and our catechism
classes. At some point we also will be meeting as a
group in-person, to discuss modern issues such as
living in a secular world. We are also going to set up a
way for people to see and discuss various podcasts that
we think are profitable.
Secondarily, people want a stronger community. I
hope that we will be able to have regular women's and
men's gatherings once more people are vaccinated or
the COVID numbers drop.
It is also our hope to reinvest in evangelism. I
encourage everyone in the parish to invite people to
our church.
Finally, we will be cultivating leadership so that
people feel empowered to do what God has called them
to do. The Parish Council is going to be working with
the Orthodox Christian Leadership

Initiative shortly to generate ideas
and smooth some of our rough
corners.
I believe that there are many
opportunities for engagement in
the spiritual life at St. Innocent.
There are also many opportunities
to serve Christ, either by serving
His Church in doing all that we
do, by serving each other or by
serving our extended community.
I ask you to examine yourself a
little in regards to your spiritual
life. How are you engaging with
your Christian life? Are you
lukewarm? In what ways do you
serve Christ and His Church?
What would it mean to reengage
with your spiritual life and
dedicate yourself more fully? I
realize that we are in hard times,
but hard times are also the best
times to reengage and rededicate
ourselves to Christ and His
Church.
I also want to encourage
everyone not to die on the vine. If
you have spiritual needs that are
not being met, please take the
time to sit down with me to
discuss what might feed you
better. Your feedback may lead to
new healthy developments in our
community.
May our Lord Jesus Christ bless
us in this coming year to fulfill
the mission that He has given us,
individually and as a community
united by the love of God.
In Christ's Love,
Fr. Theophan
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News and
Announcements
Thank you to all of those who presented
and participated in our Annual Parish
Meeting.
Our new Parish Council will be sworn in on
Sunday, February 7th after the Divine
Liturgy.
The Parish Council is meeting on
Wednesday the 10th at 7pm.
The week of the 21st through the 28th is
Fast free week.
All links to Zoom classes or gatherings will
be posted in the "events" section of Realm.

Ask Father
Do you have a question about our faith or
practices that you would like explained?
Email Fr. Theophan and the answer to your
question may end up in the Ask Father
section of the Newsletter. (Of course with
your permission!)

New Discussion
Group
Father Jack Sparks has masterfully adapted
the material from this highly treasured
monastic work specifically for today’s lay
Christian living in the midst of a modern
world. The result is a profound but highly
practical resource for those who seek to strive
with all their might against the enemies of our
souls—the world, the flesh, and the devil. All
links will be posted in the event section of
Realm. See Calendar below for schedule.

Many Years!

New Catechism
Series
For those of you who would like to "brush up"
on the basics of our faith and for those of you
who are new to the faith. All are welcome,
links will be posted in the events section of
Realm. See calendar for schedule.

Birthdays in February
2 Loukas Wilcox
5 Damond Bush
8 Elliana Ennis
8 Brad Perry
11 Danette Bush
11 John C. Savage
12 Gary Cox
13 Marianne Savage
19 Sondra Franceil
24 Don Eberhart
Anniversaries
9 Eric & Lee Olson
10 Jerome and Diana Gratigny

