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St. Innocent's
Instructions
for
Missionaries

As we enter into our 25th year of missionary
work in Middle Georgia we give thanks to God
for His manifold mercies that He has poured
out on our community. Establishing a mission
requires sacrificial offerings of blood, sweat,
tears, and many prayers. We owe a debt of
gratitude to those who have labored in our
vineyard. As stewards of the vine that God has
planted here, we pray that our Lord would
continue to strengthen us and bless all those
who have made St. Innocent Orthodox
Christian Church a reality through their hard
work and generosity.
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As he evangelized Alaska, St.
Innocent used his natural and Godgiven talents to bring people into a
relationship with Jesus Christ. Village
by village he worked tirelessly to
preach, teach, build churches, and
establish the Christian faith among
the native peoples. Reflecting his
own approach to missionary work, St.
Innocent
wrote
instructions
to
Hieromonk Theophan in 1853. Here
are some excerpts of his instructions
taken from Michael Oleksa’s Alaskan
Missionary Spirituality. I have added
commentary on a few rules to help us
contemplate
our
approach
to
missionary work.
Each member of the Body of Christ
is a missionary of sorts. I hope that
you all find encouragement in St.
Innocent’s evangelical approach.
St. Innocent's Missionary
Instructions
Rule #1: Pray, pray, pray. Everything
we do in the Christian life should be
girded by prayer.
Rule #2: Conversion comes from
God, not the evangelist. This is so
important to remember. It is God who
turns the hearts and minds of people and
occasionally he allows us to be a part of
His great work.
Rule #3: The missionary is only a
tool in God's hands. This implies that
we are open and willing to be used
for God’s purposes.

Rule #4: Think before doing, do not
be negligent.
Rule #5: Love your work and those to
whom you are preaching. Remember
“Love suffers long and is kind; love does
not envy; love does not parade itself, is
not puffed up; does not behave rudely,
does not seek its own, is not provoked,
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. Love never
fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:4–8
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Rule #6: Preach to their hearts, not
their minds, from your heart. Like
connects with like. If you want to connect
with the hearts of others, you will first
have to enter your own heart.
Rule #7: Keep dogmas strictly, but
make necessary allowances for new
converts. In other words, we are asked
to live our Orthodox faith and not worry
about those who are less rigorous.
Rule #8: Appropriately adjust fasting
to the local culture as needed. This
was especially important in Alaska where
vegetables are rare!
Rule #10: Ancient customs that are
non-Christian are not to be ended
abruptly but it must be explained that
they are only tolerated. Notice that St.
Innocent has pastoral love for his people
and is aware that the transition to
devout Christianity often takes place over
time.
Rule #11: Those who are not baptized
may attend Divine Liturgy if they are
not a threat and if they will benefit.
This is the universal practice now.
Rule #14: Act in a dignified manner to
gain the respect of the people. Preach
the Gospel by your way of life.
Rule #15: Do your best to win the
confidence and help them whenever
you can so that they see your open
heart.

Rule #16: When instructing be gentle,
pleasant,
and
simple,
and
not
overbearing or didactic. This is
specially written for zealous Christians.
We often are so excitable that we become
overbearing. See rule 17.
Rule #17: Listen courteously and
attentively and answer questions
carefully and kindly. There is nothing
more important than learning how to be
an attentive listener. In a world where
everybody is trying to sell something to
us, it is a rarity to encounter someone
who actually listens.
Rule #18: Be especially friendly to
those who are not willing to accept
baptism. Sounds a little like “love your
neighbor.”
Rule #23: Start a primary school for
the
instruction
of
children
in
Catechism, reading, etc. What do you
think? Are we ready to start a primary
school?
Rule #24 Do thou strive to stand
before God, a laborer unashamed,
righteously administering the Word
of Truth. Devote thyself to the
teaching and abide therein, and thus
by doing, shalt thou save both thyself
and them that listen to thee.
May God in His mercy continue to
bless us and our missionary endeavor
in Middle Georgia!
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News and Events
On Sunday, October 3rd we will be
having a Church Cleanup session
during coffee hour.
Fr. Theophan will be out of town at
the DOS Assembly October 4-8.
On Saturday, October 9th, at 4pm we
the Andrews family will be baptized.
Please join us as we welcome a new
family into the Orthodox Church.
We have invited Holy Cross Greek
Orthodox Church to come and
celebrate our Patronal Feast Day
Vespers w Litya, on Saturday,
October 9th.
This month we have four special
events.
Our 25th Anniversary Visitor
Sunday. Don't forget to invite
people. Also, please signup to help
with our augmented fellowship
hour.
Special talks on Spiritual Warfare
on the 19th and 26th at 7pm.
Red Cross Blood Drive on
Wednesday the 20th from 3-8,
don't forget to schedule your
appointment.
Super Sunday Church School will be
on Sunday, October 17th.
The Parish Council is scheduled to
meet on Wednesday, October 13th at
7 pm. If you are interested in seeing
the work of the Parish Council you
are always welcome to join us in
person.
Please see the calendar below for our
full liturgical schedule.

Many Years!
October Birthdays
1 Patti Lanier
2 Julie Brown
5 Michael Chan
7 Tommy Bunch
11 Linda Tutcher
12 Ephraim Hough
14 Victoria Malcoci
15 Andrew Marble
21 Juliana Gordy
22 Chris Wilcox
22 Alexander Duran
23 David Sauls
23 Sarah Marble
24Joel Werner

Parish Council Notes
From our September Meeting
The Council discussed the first two
sections of the Parish survey,
Community
and
Discipleship.
Much discussion was had and some
of the ideas that were given in the
survey were added to the parish
calendar as future activities and will
be announced in the near future.
An
emergency
preparedness
document was commissioned by
the Council. The document was
drawn up and presented to the
Health care professionals of the
parish. Our parish health care
professionals approved of the
document. It is to be laminated and
copies placed in the church and
parish hall.
The council also discussed issues of
the future development of the
cemetery. Three more cemetery
plots have been recently purchased.

Invisible
Warfare
Presented by
Fr. Barnabas Powell

Tuesday, October 19
@ 7 pm
Formed for Battle

Tuesday, October 26
@ 7 pm
Spiritual Warfare
With Victory

Followed by
Light drinks & refreshments
Church Tours

This event is free. You are invited!

St. Innocent Orthodox Christian Church
7301 Rivoli Road, Macon/Bolingbroke Georgia, www.st-innocent.org

Blood Drive at St. Innocent Orthodox Christian Church
7301 Rivoli Road, Macon, GA 31210
Wednesday, October 20, 2021, 3:00-8:00pm
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767)

