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Dragons in the
Waters
by
Mat. Donna
Farley

FROM ANCIENT TIMES, we humans have
had a love-hate relationship with water. We
cannot
live
without
it;
in
extreme
circumstances, many people can go weeks
without food, but rarely can anyone survive
more than a few days without water. A
cleansing bath gives health and comfort; but
give us too much water at once and we drown,
overwhelmed by a storm at sea. Timely rains
cause the earth to bloom, but a flash flood
rushing in torrents down a valley after a long
drought destroys everything in its path.
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Perhaps worst of all, we have always
known that the sea’s mysterious
depths are like the darkness of night:
capable of concealing monsters.
Maybe it’s that uncertainty that
troubles us most, the possibility of
betrayal by the deceptively calm
waters
that
harbor
beasts
like
Leviathan,
Grendel’s
mother
in
Beowulf, or the great white shark in
Jaws.
The residents of Walkerton,
Ontario, certainly felt betrayed when
a deadly outbreak of E. coli in their
town was traced to the water supply
they had thought safe. A subsequent
inquiry laid blame on government
cutbacks and careless inspectors; but
regardless of the human factors, it
was bacteria that sickened many of
the residents, killing several. If the
inspectors had done their job, they
would have detected the “dragons” in
those waters—tiny monsters, at the
opposite end of the scale to the “great
fish” that swallowed Jonah, but
equally dangerous and terrifying.
The water imagery in the liturgical
poetry of Theophany is some of the
most
powerful
in
Orthodox
literature. The hymns and prayers of
the services elaborate on scripture
after scripture about water, till the
very pages of The Festal Menaion
seem drenched. The children of
Israel crossing the Red Sea, the
prophet Isaiah offering cleansing,
baptismal teaching in the Epistle to
the Romans, psalms urging the waters
to join all Creation in praise of God,
dew falling on Gideon’s fleece, Jonah

and the whale, and of course the
Gospel
accounts
of
our
Lord’s
baptism proper to the feast.
But first of all these watery motifs,
in the opening hymn of Vespers of
the Forefeast, comes an allusion to
Psalm 73:13 (LXX): “Make ready, O
River Jordan: for behold, Christ our
God draws near to be baptized by
John, that He may crush with His
divinity the invisible heads of the
dragons in the waters.”
When we remember that Theophany
was once the chief baptismal feast of
the Church, it comes as no surprise to
meet with verses like these, from the
first canon of Matins: “Let us, the
faithful, keep ourselves safe through
grace and the seal of baptism … this
divine washing unto regeneration
shall be our Exodus.”
The water of baptism changes us.
We are so familiar with this concept,
we take it for granted. We know it is
about
washing
away
our
sins.
Theologians have long ago pointed
out that Christ Himself, sinless and
divine, had no need to undergo this
cleansing rite that John the Baptist
offered prophetically to those who
were penitent. Our Lord entered the
waters of the Jordan in humility,
sharing our human nature but not
our fallenness. Yet the icon of the
Feast, and the hymns about the
“dragons in the waters,” establish at
once that this Feast is less about
Christ’s humility than about His
divine power. Naturalistic Western
art may show the Lord humbly
kneeling beneath the outstretched
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hands of John, the water falling
through the Forerunner’s fingers
onto the Savior’s head; but an
Orthodox icon of the Theophany
offers us instead the strange and
powerful image of our Lord standing,
apparently on the waters as He did in
the Gospel account of His walking on
the Sea of Galilee (Mark 6:48).
Different icons of the Theophany
may show a number of allegorical
figures which demonstrate Christ’s
divine power over the waters of the
natural world and their spiritual
counterparts—sometimes a female
one signifying the sea, or a male one
representing
the
Jordan,
both
referring to God’s Old Testament
power over the waters, when He
caused them to flee before His people
(Psalm 114:3–5). From Christ too
these iconic figures recoil in dread. A
fish sometimes stands for the sea
monsters, or, more graphically, the
heads of serpents are shown being
crushed beneath Jesus’ feet.
There it is. The water of baptism
changes us—but in His baptism, it is
Jesus who changes the spiritual
nature of water itself, forever. “Now
the nature of the waters is blessed by
Thy baptism in the flesh” (Compline
Canon 9, Forefeast of Theophany).
Christ purges the waters of their
monstrous infestation. Hear these
thrilling words placed in our Lord’s
mouth in the Sixth Hour of the Eve
of Theophany: “I am in haste to slay
the enemy hidden in the waters, the
prince of darkness, that I may now
deliver the world from his snares.”

The annual service of the Great
Blessing of the Waters at Theophany
celebrates this change in the nature
of water and triumph over evil
worked by the manifestation of
Christ’s divine power: “He who alone
is clean and undefiled was cleansed in
the Jordan that we might be made
clean, sanctifying us and the waters,
and crushing the heads of the
dragons in the waters.”
Water without Christ remains a
symbol of hidden evil. In the film
The Beach, a group of people form a
utopian community on a hidden
South Sea island. The settlement
beside the dazzling waters of the
tranquil lagoon seems to be paradise
itself, until one of the men is attacked
by a shark. But there is no grace or
transformation in this irreligious,
self-centered,
pleasure-seeking
community, and the hidden monsters
of the human spirit soon churn their
way to the surface.
The members of the group will not
take their wounded comrade to a
mainland hospital, lest their secret
paradise be exposed, and so, lacking
the means to heal him, they finally
carry him some distance away from
their little settlement so that his cries
of agony will not disturb their
languid days of swimming, sunning,
and playing. The long swim that leads
the film’s main characters to the
island is only a pseudo-baptism, an
initiation into a life of surface beauty
and pleasure whose depths are
infested with monsters.
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This is why we bless water, and use
it to bless other things—our homes,
our selves, icons, candles, the harvest,
livestock, even cars. It is a powerful
proclamation of the sovereignty of
Christ over the evil powers that lurk
beneath the surface of the world
around us.
At this time of year it is customary
not only to bring home little bottles
of holy water, but also to invite our
parish priest to bless our homes with
the sprinkling of water and singing of
the Theophany troparion. As we face
the year ahead in this world of
hidden dragons, let us not neglect
these
healthful
and
sanctifying
customs of blessing our lives with the
waters of Theophany.
Farley, D. (2002). Seasons of Grace:
Reflections on the Orthodox Church Year (pp.
59–62). Ancient Faith Publishing.

Many Years!
January Birthdays
1 Edward Demenchonok
3 Sandra Olsen
6 Alexander Gratigny
6 Olga Uchakin
12 Faith Andrews
15 Oksana McCan
16 Mary-Sophia Savage
17 Peter Hintermaier
20 David Scouten
21 Timothy Marble
24 Leann Almquist
27 Anton Osobov
Anniversaries
1 Colin & Molly Croft
12 Ray & Patti Lanier

The Great Feast of
Theophany
Theophany is the Feast which reveals
the Most Holy Trinity to the world
through the Baptism of the Lord
(Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22).
God the Father spoke from Heaven
about the Son, the Son was baptized by
Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy
Spirit descended upon the Son in the
form of a dove. From ancient times this
Feast was called the Day of Illumination
and the Feast of Lights, since God is
Light and has appeared to illumine
“those who sat in darkness,” and “in the
region of the shadow of death” (Mt.4:16),
and to save the fallen race of mankind by
grace.
On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ,
the Holy Church proclaims our faith in
the
most
sublime
mystery,
incomprehensible to human intellect, of
one God in three Persons. It teaches us to
confess and glorify the Holy Trinity, one
in Essence and Undivided. It exposes and
overthrows the errors of ancient
teachings which attempted to explain the
Creator of the world by reason, and in
human terms.
The Church shows the necessity of
Baptism for believers in Christ, and it
inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude
for the illumination and purification of
our sinful nature. The Church teaches
that our salvation and cleansing from sin
is possible only by the power of the grace
of the Holy Spirit, therefore it is
necessary to preserve worthily these gifts
of the grace of holy Baptism, keeping
clean this priceless garb, for “As many as
have been baptized into Christ, have put
on Christ” (Gal 3:27). oca.org
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News and Events
Thank you for your donations to the
Middle GA Rescue Mission. They
came and took a very large haul of
clothing and a few toys on the 22nd
of December.
See the calendar below for details on
our celebration of the Great Feast of
Theophany.
We will be blessing the Ocmulgee
river at Amerson River Park on
Sunday the 9th after the Divine
Liturgy.
The Parish Council is scheduled to
meet on Wednesday, Jan. 19th at 7pm.
If you are interested in seeing the
work of the Parish Council you are
always welcome to join us in person.
The WR Fellowship will be held at the
Olsen's on the 6th and the 20th at
6:30pm. All are welcome.
Please see the calendar below for our
full liturgical schedule.

What is Realm?
Realm is our parish directory where
each member can manage and
update their own profile and
privacy.
Access to Zoom links for classes and
book studies.
A place to ask for prayer from our
community.
Realm is our online donation portal
as well as the place where you can
pledge, or even see their own giving
history, or get tax statements.
Realm can be used as an online
meeting place for various ministries
of the church, as well as a tool to
increase communication between
the members of these groups and
ministries.

New book study
starting January 18
In an age searching for earthly
solutions to spiritual problems, the
ancient ministry of the God-bearing
elder is a divine gift to contemporary
man. Termed the “golden chain” by St.
Symeon the New Theologian, this lifegiving ministry of the Church is a
precious inheritance passed down from
Christ, through the Apostles, from one
generation to the next, to our own day.
The lives and counsels contained in this
volume attest to the continued vitality of
this ancient ministry and to the
importance of its preservation for the
life of the Church today. This volume
includes a foreword by Georgios
Mantzaridis, Professor Emeritus of the
University of Thessalonica, extensive
commentary providing the context for
the lives and counsels therein, detailed
maps, and a glossary of theological
terms, making it an invaluable source of
spiritual orientation and enlightenment
for every seeker of Christian Orthodoxy.
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Theophany House Blessings
It is a tradition in the Orthodox
Church to have your house blessed
every year between the feast of
Theophany (January 6) and the
beginning of Lent (March 7th this year).
In many places, after the water is
blessed on the day of Theophany the
priest would begin to go house to
house, blessing with the Theophany
water. In our time many people live
further away from Church so it has
become the custom for the priest to be
invited to a particular home to do a
house blessing.
House blessings are the spiritual
version of a spring cleaning. Over the
year our houses slowly collect dust and
dirt, likewise, our homes can become
“spiritually dirty”.
It is therefore
important to cleanse and refresh our
living environment.
In general, the priest will bring all
that is needed to bless the house. There
are a few things the homeowner can
provide such as an icon of Christ, a
candle, and a list of first names for
whom prayers are to be offered,
including members of the family and
all those living in the house. The list
should have a clear distinction between
the living and the dead.
Traditions surrounding the blessing
differ according to local custom. In
general, when the priest comes, all who

are present in the house gather around
the icon with the candle. Often the
family will say the Trisagion Prayers
and then help the priest sing of the
Troparion of the Feast of Theophany.
Then a family member, often the head
of the household, leads the priest
through the house with the candle. As
he goes, the priest sprinkles holy water
and prays for a blessing upon each
room and the activity that goes on
there. For houses that have never been
blessed the process is a little more
involved, the priest will discuss this
with you.
It is a pious custom in many cultures
to offer the priest a donation/gift. This
offering to the priest is never required
or even expected.
If you desire to have your house
blessed please signup either by talking
to Fr. Theophan in person or through
the sign-up emails that will be sent out.
I look forward to the opportunity to
visit all of your homes.
Right now Fr. Theophan is planning on
going house to house on:
Saturday, February 5th in Warner
Robins
Saturday, February 12th in Macon
Saturday, February 19nd

