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ST. INNOCENT
ORTHODOX CHURCH

    If there is one word that best describes the last two years
at St. Innocent, it is "growth." Our community has been
growing steadily, with church attendance increasing for all
services, not just Sundays. We have been receiving regular
visits from inquirers, we have new catechumens, and
catechism has become continuous. We now regularly
welcome new members into the Church on Pentecost and
Nativity. Furthermore, several families have moved to our
area and joined our community every year. This year's
Pascha celebration was record-breaking, with 150
attendees. If everyone on the books showed up on the same
Sunday, we would be over capacity every week. Our budget
has also grown, and people's involvement in parish life has
increased. We are grateful for all these blessings and thank
God for them.

2023 
and beyond
By Fr. Theophan Buck
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  God has shown great kindness to our
community and my family, and I want to take
a moment to express my gratitude for the
blessings we received this past year. I am
thankful for our choir director and choir, the
prosphora bakers, as well as our altar servers
and church decorators, who are dedicated to
their roles. Additionally, I want to express my
appreciation for our Church School teachers
who help nurture the faith of our children. I
am grateful for the strong sense of fellowship
we have and for the generosity of those who
provide food and clean up after events. I am
also thankful for the regular charity
contributions that our community makes,
and for our open and welcoming attitude
toward spreading the Orthodox Christian
faith.
  I am grateful to work with our Parish
Council and I want you to know that these
individuals deeply care about our
community. We have worked hard this year
to assess the needs of the parish. Our
leadership culture is being developed to be
open, transparent, and spiritually enriching,
from the top down. Each member of the
Parish Council is actively engaged in the
ministry of our parish. May we continue to be
blessed!
   Growth is a positive thing that we often
pray for in our Divine Liturgy. However, as
our community grows, it presents its own set
of challenges. Our identity as a small parish
of 30 or 60 members has shifted, and it's
become difficult to know everyone in the
community. Over the years, many people
have been attracted to our parish, drawn here
both by Christ and our welcoming nature. As
we continue to grow, it's important that we
adapt to the new changes while still staying
true to our core mission.  
  Five years ago, we established our parish
mission statement that declares our
commitment to upholding our core values.
These values include making Jesus Christ and
His Gospel the center of everything we do,
valuing our beautiful worship and preserving
the Orthodox faith and practice

we have received, and striving to be a
community where we care for one another
both spiritually and physically. The final line
of our mission statement reads, "By the grace
of the Holy Spirit, we pray that our parish will
become a life-giving spring of the Orthodox
Christian faith for the people of Middle
Georgia.”
  In 2023, our community had some wonderful
moments. Dn. Columba was ordained to the
diaconate, which was a great start to the year.
We also celebrated our first joint service with
Holy Cross on the Sunday of Orthodoxy. On
Lazarus Saturday, we added some new
traditions to our community, such as having a
pancake breakfast, and we also had a nice
event to mark St. Nicholas' day, which we
plan to continue. During the summer, we
hosted Fr. Caleb and Mat. Tabitha Lewis. We
had a fun church school kick-off and there is
good energy among the teachers. On the
occasion of our parish feast day, Bp. Gerasim
visited us. Our women's fellowship met many
times, and we had a great Men's retreat. Our
bell ringers are more organized now, and
some of them are taking a class with
Constantine Stade. We are proud to have
three people in our Diocesan
Catechist/Diaconal program, and Dn.
Columba serves on the diocesan council. We
pray that God continues to bless us and help
us fulfill our mission.
What does the future look like?
  Regarding worship, we are excited to
announce that our first phase of iconography
installation is expected to be completed in
mid-Lent. This is a project that has been
under discussion for over a decade.
Community:
I would like to suggest having more casual
get-togethers. It would be great to spend
more time together outside of church events.
Also, as some of our members age, I believe
it's important to have a better system in place
for caring for them. We should work on
organizing a group that can reach out to
those who may need extra support. 
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   Charity: We will host another seminary
internship this summer. 
   Administration: As a priest appointed by
our Archbishop, my main responsibility is to
preach and teach the doctrine of the
Orthodox Church. I am also responsible for
presiding over the celebration of the Holy
Mysteries and divine services. In addition to
this, as the spiritual father of this parish, it is
my duty to ensure that the life of the parish is
directed towards spiritual goals rather than
secular ones. Although there are many other
tasks mandated, such as keeping records and
conducting background checks, I won't bore
you with the details. 
  One of my personal goals is to spend more
time reading, teaching, and discipling.
Behind every sermon, catechism, book study,
or special class, there are hours of
preparation required, both spiritually and
practically. In addition, I must prepare myself
spiritually for services and provide guidance
and counseling to those in need. Some
people have told me that I seem busy, but I
want to make it clear that the most
meaningful part of my vocation is working
with people.
   I believe that although I do well in various
administrative roles such as graphic
designing, live stream audio engineering,
web designing, or building maintenance
coordination, people are more important
than these tasks. I think that the parish has
the potential to grow if more volunteers are
willing to take up leadership roles and some
of the less essential work that I currently do.
In short, my five-year goal is for St. Innocent
to run smoothly without my assistance. 
  Please review the Mission and Ministries
document and mark a few areas where you
could offer your time, talents, or resources.
   As we continue into 2024 and beyond, God
has been gracious to our community. It is up
to us to preserve what we have been given,
cultivate what we have been given creatively,
and work together to pass it on to the next
generation.  

Birthdays in February
2 Loukas Wilcox
3 Lynn Johnson
8 Elliana Ennis

11 John C. Savage
12 Gary Cox

13 Jonathan Teel
13 Marianne Savage
18 Lincoln Douglas
19 Sondra Franceil

24 Don Eberhart

Anniversaries
9 Eric and Lee Olson

10 Jerome and Diana Gratigny

Many Years!

News and
Announcements

Thank you to all of those who presented and
participated in our Annual Parish Meeting. 
The Parish Council meeting will be held on
Wednesday the 14th at 7pm.

Our iconographer, Vladimir, is installing our first
phase of icons from March 26 to April 6.  In
preparation for the installation, we will need
volunteers in a few key areas. 

Scaffolding construction: We are going to
schedule a scaffolding construction party. Dn.
Columba is designing and precutting a
wooden scaffold system. If you would like to
help Dn. Columba do the pre-cutting reach out
to him directly. On March 23rd, we are going to
erect this scaffolding, so we will need people
and hands for that day as well. 
We will need volunteers to prepare the church
building. The iconostasis and the floors behind
it will need to be covered. 

Iconography Update








