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'1-' AT ST. INNOCENT

ORTHODOX CHURCH,
WE SEEK TO MAKE
OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST
THE CENTER OF
EVERYTHING WE DO.

WE AIM TO GLORIFY
GOD THROUGH THE
BEAUTY OF OUR
WORSHIP AND TO
FAITHFULLY PRESERVE
THE PRACTICES OF
THE EARLY CHURCH.

WE STRIVE TO LOVE
AND CARE FOR ONE
ANOTHER AND FOR
THOSE IN OUR WIDER
COMMUNITY.

WE PRAY THAT OUR
PARISH WILL
CONTINUE TO BE A
LIFE-GIVING SPRING
OF THE ORTHODOX
CHRISTIAN FAITH,
BY THE GRACE OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT.
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SAINT INNOCENT
HODOX (CHURCH

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Anamnesis:

Orlhodox Thristian Remembrance
BY FATHER THEOPHAN

In the Orthodox Church, remembrance (anamnesis) is a
deeply important concept. Ordinary remembrance simply
means recalling something from the past. For example, we
may remember where we left our keys by searching
through our memories.

Anamnesis, however, is the kind of remembrance we
practice as faithful Orthodox Christians. It is not merely
recalling past events—it is making a saving act of God
presentin the here-and-now, so that we may enter into
thatreality and participate in what God has done.

During the Nativity Fast, we prepare for the Feast of the
Lord’s birth. It is easy to rememberthat Jesus was born
about 2,000 yearsago in a cave or manger.We canrecall
and meditate on the Gospel details that describe the
historical narrative of Christ’s virgin birth.

Butthe goal of the Nativity season is not simply to
memorize these historical details. They matter, but
something deeperis needed: we seek for God to help us
enter into the reality of the Incarnation. Qur desire is for
Christ to be born within us—in the deepest part of our
hearts—here and now.
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ARTICLE CONTINUED

This teaching on remembrance reflects a larger pattern in Orthodox spirituality. It is possible
to read theology or study the Fathers and gain much intellectual knowledge about God. But
the goal of the Christian life is not merely to accumulate information.

In everything the Church gives us—her fasting, feasts, prayers, and sacraments—the
ultimate aim is encounter with God. Anamnesis is one of the ways the Church draws us into
that living encounter: by making presentthe saving acts of Christ so that we may experience
them, not just think aboutthem.

God desires to know us intimately and to
share His life with us. Qur task is to prepare
our hearts by being faithful in the everyday
practices of the Christian life. Our diligence
and discipline are not ends in themselves;
rather, they help us prepare a dwelling
place within our hearts for Christ, so that
He may enter our lives more fully.

As we journey through the Nativity season
and recall the historical narrative of our
Lord’s miraculous birth, may God grantus a
deeper, experiential, anamnetic
remembrance. May our acts of faithfulness
lead us to a transformationalencounter
with the living God.

May Christ, who is born in Bethlehem for
our salvation, also be born anew in our
hearts. May the light of His Incarnation fill
your homes, strengthen your faith, and
guide you into a deeper communion with
Him. And may the grace of the Holy Spirit
lead us all to behold the living God,

now and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

For an explanation of thisicon visit:

Nativity lcon Explained



https://www.orthodoxroad.com/nativity-icon-explained/
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DECEMBER REGULAR
IMPORTANT DATES SERVICES
Friday the 5" @ 7:00pm Tuesday the 23rd @ 6:00pm SUNDAYS
Akathist to St Nicholas Nativity Royal Hours -
] 9:40am 39 & 6" Hour
Friday the 12" @ 6:00am Wednesday the 24*" ©10:00am o
Great Vespers for St Herman Vesperal Divine Liturgy 10:00am  Divine Liturgy
12:00pm Coffee Hour
Saturday the 13" @ 9:00am Wednesday the 24" @ 6:00pm
Divine Liturgy for St Herman Nativity Vigil WEDNESDAYS

Saturday the 20" @ 4:00pm
Baptisms

Sunday the 215 @ 9:00am
Chrismations

Thursday the 25" @ 10:00am
Festal Divine Liturgy for Nativity

Sunday the 28" @ 9:00am
Baptism

PLEASE REMEMBER

Church Office is Closed On Mondays

A NOTE FROM THE

6:00pm Vespers

SATURDAYS

5:00pm  ChoirPractice
6:00pm

6:45pm

Vespers

Confession

=

CHOIR DIRECTOR

If you plan to sing in the choir, please make every
attempt to attend practice.

We are trying to learn a new cherubic hymn among
otherthings, and we are reviewing the Nativity
services.

Please do notattemptto site-read music on Sunday if
you have notrehearsed it at practice.

P
MINISTRY AREAS
Alter

Choir
Bell Ringers

*
o

+
0.0

+
0.0

+
0.0

Hours

+
0.0

Thanksgiving Prayers
Prosphora Bakers

+
0.0

+
0.0

Candles

+
0.0

Church Flowers
& Decorations
Greeters

* +
0.0 0.0

Church Temple Cleaning

i
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DISCIPLESHIP
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December 7'

All Teens and their families are invited to
join us for a fun filled afternoon of food,
games, music and laughter!

Sign Up b
November 30™

Sign up Sheet is on the bulletin board in
the Parish hall. Please included how many
will be joining us and what dish you will

bri ( ' ' i H
i — MINISTRY
PN The Party will be held :
after Coffee Hour Clean ’ m
0 up is finished and will +* Adult Education
ish S ;
sz Fagstgfen Spnar ¢ Catechism
§’ ¢ Church School
§’ **  Youth Group
? R %+ Book Store
Seoaal +* Lending Library
NS s
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NOT PICTURED:

PRAY FOR OUR NEW
JATECHUMEN CATECHUMEN

Shakinah Aquino
Dustin & Nicole Armstrong
Sons: John & Josiah
Peyton Bass
Little Brother: Bentley Otto
Blake & Jessica Brooks
Daughters: Hazel & Luna
Adam Cone
John Dirks
Bob & Jessie Drnek
Kids: Bobby, Adam, Sadie
Seth Elrod
Dakota & Brittany Fox
Kids: Emily, John
Nathan Harville
John & Eyndia Henderson
Kids: Merrick, Micah, Miranda
Carson Howell
Kathryn ‘Cat’ Johnson
Reid Johnson
Dee Kelly
Ryan Kroger ' '
Jacob Lambert '~ ; e A4
Christopher Mallory ¥
Ethan McKinnon
Ryan Merkle
Van Mickelson
JT Pace
Michael Pemberton
Sebastien Rodriguez
Elizabeth Sauer
Bailey Sheffield
Nadia Stephens
Zeke Taylor
Jonathan & Stephani Teel
Kids: Wayne, Colton, Nora, Mary

BLAKe & JesSICa BROOKS
KIDS: HazZeL & Luna

ELIZGBETH SaAueRr

BalLeY SHEeFFIeLD

Jacon
LAMBERT

DaKOTa & BRITTANY FOX
EMILY & JOHN

SHeKINaH
AQUINO

JOHN & EYNDIa HenbeRsOoN
MERRICK, MICaH.
& MIRANDa

JOHN DIRKS

DECEMBER

Joseph Thrasher CATECHUMEN
Matthew Torbert S
Jeremy & Brandi West Wednesda
ys
Brock Woodruff BOB & JESSIE DRNEK
rockyroodrd ADAM, BOBBY, & Sabie 39,10, & 17th

7:00 pm
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COMMUNITY

[LOAVES &
FISHES
Saturday, December5t™"
9:00 am

Monthly Meal Prep

For more information,
Contact:
Amanda Mosallam

= COFFEE
HOUR

Every Sunday
12:00pm

Joinus every Sunday!

Thisis a great way to build
community within the parish!

When we are better connected to

CLEAN UP TEAMS

Team1-December7t

Team2 — December 141
Team3 —December 215t
Team4 — December28™

If youare ona Clean Up team
Please be aware of when your
teamis working.

If you are notable to make it
please letyour Team Lead know.

Special Notice

Startingin January
We will be restructuring ourteams. The
New Teamswill be posted inthe
January Newsletter and on the bulletin
board inthe Parish Hall.

Thankyou for all the hard work you have
putin this pastyearto make the Clean-
Up teams a success!

We are restructuring to ensure it will
continue to be successful in 2026!

one another,
we can betterimpactthe world
around us!

D~

MANY @
YEARS!

BIRTHDAYS

5 —Diane Dorogy

6 —MichaelMuth

6 —Leah Hough
7—1llaPrice

9 — lzzy Magnusson

9 —Diana Stephens

9 — Felix Sosa-Rivera
11— Pauline Magnusson
15— Nicholas Curington
18 — Muryah Scouten
21 — Ray Lanier

23 — Logan Douglas

24 — Matthew Torbert
25 — John Harralson

31 —Isaac Curington

s b
MINISTRY AREAS
% Men’'sFellowship s Kitchen Crew
¢ Women’'s Fellowship ** Inventory/ Supplies
% StOlga Society s Safety Officer
¢  Coffee Hour ¢ Parish Hall Cleaning
¢+ Parish wide Events
ch ~h
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P CELEBRATION -
f\ 6 - 8 pm 1

\' The evening will start with Dinner

in the Parish Hall at 6 pm

Followed by the Akathist to Saint
Nicholas at 7:00 pm N

The evening will end with a visit
from Saint Nicholas!

WOMEN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY

%‘b\ Friday, December 12t
7:00pm .
J
Join us for a night of festivities including crafts, a game, fast 3,
friendly hors d’oeuvres, and beverages. W/

Food and drinks will be provided, so just bring yourself.
Festive attire is encouraged, but not required.

Please RSVP on Realm by December 5t :
Contact Amanda Mosallam for any questions g i"‘ )
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CHARITY o=

For more information on any of

Y . .
N K'TChen K'ndness our Charitable Adventures

Contact:
Nicole Thomae
o Thursday, December11®
3:00-5:00 pm

Come help prepare a meal for those families who are staying at the Ronald McDonald
house herein Macon!

It'sfun! Noneedto bring anything exceptyourhelpinghands. We'llfixdinneratthe Parish
Hallfrom 3-5pm and then deliverit so they can eat at 5:30pm.

Please RSVP because itwill help me be better able to prepare a menuthatis doable.
Thanks!

_‘"6*‘0"‘-‘

N -

Once again, we will be gathering supplies for the
Monroe County Pregnancy Center.

‘P ROJ EC T I.Donations Needed:

Diapers Size 4 & 5
* Baby Shampoo
é * Baby Body Wash
- 1 )'e * Bottles
The Pregnancy Center * Pacifiers

We will also be accepting monetary donations.

All Donations are needed by December 7th
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EVANGELISM

SOCIAL MEDIA

The Week Ahead Events on Social Media

Thiswill be posted every Thursday, highlighting
eventsfor the following week.

If you have a church event planned:

» Please email social@st-innocent.org with the
details (Who, What, Where, Why, When)

» If youhave a graphic or photo you'd like to
include, please attachit. (If you would like help
with a graphic, you canreach outto

Sarah ‘Esther’ Andrews)

» Pleasetryto getit submitted a month prior to the
event.

This could be a ministry event, fellowship event, or
even a personal event (baptism, for example) that
you'd like to announce to the parish community.

Thankyou so much for all your understanding and
help with this!

If you have any questions,
please contact Sarah Adams

NEWSLETTER

If you have a church event planned:

Please email office@st-innocent.org with the
details (Who, What, Where, Why, When)

If you have a graphic or photo you'd like to
include, please attachiit. (If you would like help
with a graphic, justlet me know)

Please submitallinformation by the 25" of the
month to go into the next months newsletter.

This could be a ministry event, fellowship event, or
even a personal event (baptism, for example) that
you'd like to announce to the parish community.

If you have any questions,
Please contactSarah ‘Esther’ Andrews

MINISTRY AREAS

+ Digital Media

o  Website

O  Live Stream
O  YouTube

o  Social Media
o  Photography

O  Church Calendar
% Printed Media

O  Bulletin

o0  Newsletter

O  Banners & Signs
th h
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ADMINISTRATIVE & (2]
COMMITTEES 0-0

3 P
MINISTRY AREAS PARISH
% Rector/ Priest HEALTH TEAM
+* Parish Council Tuesday, December 16t
¢ Grounds Maintenance 6:00 pm

*

/
*

Building Maintenance Any Questions, Contact:
Bethany Wilkinson

L)

3

%

Storage Coordinator
Offering Counters

Parish Health Team
10CC Homefront Team ICONOGRAPHY
Cemetery Committee COMMITTEE

Iconography Committee

Lily Grant Committee Phase 2 Plans:

» Completingthe top side walls
behind the altarthatcan be
seenfromthe nave and adding
the 4 centerwalls underneath
the dome.

Tentatively, Vladimiris
scheduledto returnin the fall

\/ / \/ 7 \/ \/
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

We kindly requestyour generous donations to
blessoursecond phase oficonography.

Donationscan be made on the SIOC Website
oron Realm.

Any Questions, Contact:
Mark Dorogy
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2 PARISH COUNCIL UPDATE
13 o
. \1.' November Meeting Highlights e e

Our Meeting in Novemberwas on Saturday, November 151 at 3:00pm

+ Dave Marble needed to step away from Parish Council. Sarah Andrews will be acting treasurerand will be
trained by Dave and Diane. In February,the Treasurer position will be voted on by the Parish Council aswell
as the otherofficer positions, as perusual.

+ The nominationsfor Parish Council, Audit Committee, Censors, Lay Delegates were discussed.

» We discussed that our Charity Distributions for 2025 have notmet our budgetfor 2025 at the Local or
National Level. Ourplanwill be to make monetary contributions to the Monroe Crisis Pregnancy Center
along with the items for Local and for National make a contributionto the Alaskan Priests.

+ SJAAreached outforservice projectsthe teenscando forthe churchin March. We discussed multiple
options.

* The budgetcommittee had theirfirst meeting and the budgetjustneeds a fewtweaks to be readyto present
to PC for approval. Once PC approvesitwill go before the parish atthe annual meetingforfinal approval.
The Budget committee will meet again to finalize the budget on the 22,

» The Parish Admin job descriptionis being refined. Itwill be a part-time contract positionfor15 hoursa
week. Theywill notbe paid bythe hour, butby a set weekly rate of $255 for 50 weeks. The contractwould
be renewed yearly.

 There will be a ministry fair on January 25" — This will be time for committees and ministries to present
information, forus to filled vacant positions, and forthe parish to see whatallis happening behind the
scenesand getconnectedin.

+ Stephanie Curington hastakenthe lead in Church Schooland isdoing a greatjob and is feeling confident.

+ Amanda Mosallamisdoing a greatjob with Saint Olga Society, she is currently working on creating a
strongerleadershipteam aswell as gathering new volunteers.

» The Lilly Grant Committee in working on the final pieces of the rough draft for the Grant. Theysentouta
survey to the parish on areas of interestto determine whatthe parish will be doing forrenewal while Father
is on sabbatical.

* The Parish Health Teamis reading through Reclaiming the Great Commission and discussing keyideasin
the book. They are looking forward to walking through strategic planning to help create a firm foundation
for the spiritual growth of the parish.

+ Handmaids & Handy Crafts has been discontinued. There isstillan optionforitto return, however, itwould
needto come underthe umbrella of the women’s ministry and have a mission and visionthatgoesalong
with the mission of SIOC.

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 13t @ 11:00am
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DECEMBER 2025 CALENDAR

Sunaay Monaay Wednesday l’mnd:y Fnoay Saturday
Nov 30 1 2 3 4 S S
Ofmice Ciosed St. Barbara
St Alexander
Hotovitaky
S:40am 3rd and
Sth Hours
10:00am Divine
€:00pm Dally ©:00pm St. 5:00pm Choir
11:45am Family Vespers Nicholas Family Practice
7:00pm Dinner €:00pm Great
12:00pm Food Catechism 7:00pm Akathist Vespers
and Fellowship to St. Nichotas €:45pm
12:30pm Sacrament of
Party Confession
7 8 E) 10 (5 12 i3
Ofmice Closed
S:40am 3rd and S:00am Divine
6th Hours Liturgy for St
10:00am Divine Herman
€:00pm Dally 3:00pm Ronaid €:00pm Great | 11:00am Parieh
11:45am Family Vespers McDonald House | Vespers for St. | Council Meeting
Church School 7:00pm Cooking Herman ©:00pm Great
12:00pm Food Catechism 7:00pm Ladies Vespers
and Feliowship Christmas Party £:45pm
SJAA Nativity Sacrament of
Confeasion
12 15 16 17 18 19 20
Ofmice Ciosed

S:40am 3rd and
10:00am Divine

Liturgy ©:00pm Parish ©:00pm Dally 4:00pm Baptiams
11:4S5am Family Health Team Vespers 6:00pm Great
Church School Mesting 7:00pm \espers
12:00pm Food Catechism €:45pm
and Feliowship Sacrament of
Confeesion
21 22 23 24 25 26 7
NATIVITY OF Synaxis of the
THE LORD Theotokos
9:00am 10:00am Vesperal| 10:00am Featal
Chrismations Divine Liturgy | Divine Liturgy for
S:40am 3rd and Nativity
th Hours €:00pm Nativity | €:00pm Nativity ©€:00pm Great
10:00am Divine Royal Hours vigli Vespers
Liturgy e:
11:45am Family Sacrament of
Church School Confeesion
12:00pm Food
and Felliowship
28 29 30 3 Jan 1 Jan 2 Jan3
Office Ciosed OmMce Closed st St Seraphim of
BasilCircumcision Sarov
of the Lora
9:40am 3rd and $:00am Divine
&th Hours Liturgy
10:00am Divine
Liturgy €:00pm Great 6:00pm Great
11:45am Family Vespers Vespers
Church School €:45pm
12:00pm Food Sacrament of

and Feliowship Confeesion




DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 13

JANUARY 2026 CALENDAR - TENTATIVE
SGhaay Friasy

Woraay Tossa5y Wednssasy THGrsaay SSraEy ]
28 Dec 25 Dec 30 Dec 31 1 2 3
Ofmice Ciosed Omce Closed st. St Seraphim of
BaslliCircumcision Sarov
of the Lora
$:00am Divine
Litu

&:00pm Great 6:00pm Great
Vespers Vespers
sacrament of
Confession

5 3 7 3 S 10

Eve of THEOPHANY
Theophany OF THE LORD

9:00am Royal 9:00am S-4pm House
Hours Theophany Blessings
Divine Liturgy

12 13 12 15 16 17

{ szoolﬂ Divine S-4pm House

1S 20 2 22 23 24
Office Closed

! S-4pm House

Blessings

€:00pm Dally $:00 Choir
Vespers

Confession

Ofmice Closed Three Holy
Hierarchs

9:40am 3rd and $9:00am Divine S-4pm House
Hours Liturgy Blessings

€:00pm Dally 5:00pm Choir
Vespers Practice
hurch School 7:00pm Catechism 6:00pm Great

45pm
1:00pm Ministry Confeasion




