
At St. Innocent 
Orthodox Church, 

We seek to make our 
Lord 

Jesus Christ 
the center of 

everything we do.

We aim to glorify God 
through the beauty 
of our worship and 

to faithfully 
preserve the 

practices of the 
early church.

We strive to love and 
care for one another 
and for those in our 

wider community.

We pray that our 
parish will continue 

to be a 
life-giving spring of 

the Orthodox 
Christian faith, 

by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit.

A Prayer for the Coming New Year
O Lord our God, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and 
the End, the Creator of time, existing before time and outside of time, 
the same yesterday, today and forever. You are the Pantocrator, the 
absolute Ruler who exercises sovereign authority over the entire 
universe and its laws. You are not limited by any natural events and 
occurrences, or by our action or inaction. The world is not driven by 
blind forces, but is governed wisely and lovingly by Your divine 
Providence.

You, O King and Master of the world, govern by Your almighty will the 
world You created as a captain governs his ship. We have nothing to 
be afraid of, as long as You are at the rudder. The very elements of 
nature obey You. Nothing happens by chance. What happens to us 
does not happen at random. Not a single hair from our heads falls to 
the ground without Your powerful will. We are in Your hands. What 
we are, whatever good we have in us, comes from You, the source of 
every goodness.

We ask You humbly, our Savior, as we enter this New Year of our 
salvation, to bless us all; to bless our endeavors, and everything we 
do. We ask You, O Lord, to bless the time You give us, that we may 
pass this new year of Your grace and the lifespan You have given us 
in repentance, forgiveness, patience, tolerance, peace, the fight 
against our passions, the practicing of the virtues, in doing Your will, 
not ours, and in accepting it cheerfully, without groaning or complaint.

Grant us, O Father Almighty, sincere faithfulness, wakeful 
preparedness and active witness, to be strong and grow in faith and 
love for You, and work diligently for the establishment of Your 
Kingdom, a Kingdom of peace and justice. Instill in us the longing for 
the establishment of Your heavenly Kingdom, a Kingdom of everlasting 
life, peace and joy.
We also beseech You, O Lord, to bless the entire world, and all 
Nations. Guide them to You, that they may come to know You, the only 
true God, and to do Your Holy Will. And protect, O Lord, Your Holy 
Church, everywhere, so that with one voice and one heart we may all 
praise and glorify Your most Holy and magnificent Name, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, now and forever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

1



Worship

Ministry 
Areas

 Altar

 Choir  

 Bell Ringers

 Hours 

 Thanksgiving Prayers 
 Prosphora Bakers 

 Candles

 Church Flowers 

 & Decorations 

 Greeters 

 Church Temple Cleaning

9:40am

10:00am

12:00pm  

3rd & 6th Hour

Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Sundays

6:00pm  Vespers

Wednesdays

5:00pm

6:00pm 

6:45pm

Choir Practice

Vespers

Confession

Saturdays

Regular 
Services

Important Dates
Thursday the 1st @ 10:00 am

Liturgy at St Basil’s in Marietta

Sunday the 4th @ 9:00 am
Chrismations

Monday the 5th @ 9:00 am
Royal Hours for Theophany

Monday the 5thth @ 6:00 pm
Theophany Matins with the 

Great Water Blessing

Tuesday the 6th @ 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy for Theophany

Sunday the 11th @ 12:20 pm
Blessing of the Waters 

Ocmulgee River

Thursday the 15th @ 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy

Thursday the 29th @ 6:00 pm
Daily Vespers

Friday the 30th @ 9:00 am
Divine Liturgy

Monday February 2nd @ 9:00 am
Festal Divine Liturgy

For the Meeting of the Lord

Monday – Thursday
February 2-5th

Office Closed

Please  Remember
→     Church Office is Closed On Mondays

 

It’s House Blessing Season!
 January 6th – February 23rd 

  
  House blessing season starts on  
  Theophany (January 6) and ends with the 
beginning of Lent (February 23rd this year). If you live in the 
Macon area, or Warner Robins area please sign up if you 
would like your house blessed.

Here is the Signup Genius link

If you live in another area, or would like to schedule a house 
blessing for a weekday or weeknight,  please email Fr. 
Theophan directly fr.theophan@st-innocent.org
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0844ACAD2AA7FB6-61336360-house#/


Discipleship

Ministry 
Areas

 Adult Education

 Catechism

 Church School

 Youth Group

 Book Store

 Lending Library

New Bible Study Starting
Wednesdays after Vespers

7:00 pm
Starting January 14th 

Join Deacon Columba and Ian Truhn on an 
exploration of the scriptures with an 

Orthodox Understanding
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Calling all SJAA teens! 

January 18th

After Coffee Hour

We will be watching a Movie
Parallel Love. Popcorn will be provided. 

“The 1990s, alt rock band, Luxury is 
skyrocketing toward national fame, 

until a life-threatening tour bus wreck 
shakes each band member to his core. 
Today, Luxury is led by three orthodox 

priests, and they're still rocking.”



Shakinah Aquino
Dustin & Nicole Armstrong

Sons: John & Josiah
Peyton Bass

Little Brother: Bentley Otto
Blake & Jessica Brooks
Daughters: Hazel & Luna

Adam Cone
John Dirks

Bob & Jessie Drnek
Kids: Adam, Bobby, Sadie

Seth Elrod
Dakota & Brittany Fox

Kids: Emily, John
Nathan Harville

John & Eyndia Henderson
Kids: Merrick, Micah, Miranda, Matthew

Carson Howell
Reid Johnson 

Dee Kelly
Jacob Lambert

Christopher Mallory
Ethan McKinnon

Ryan Merkle
Van Mickelson
Jacob Owens

JT Pace 
Michael Pemberton

Chava Rodriguez
Son: Felix

Sebastien Rodriguez
Elizabeth Sauer
Bailey Sheffield
Nadia Stephens 

Tyler & Savannah Stewart
Sons: Weston & Samuel

Zeke Taylor
Matthew Torbert

Logan Ward

Pray for our 
Catechumen

January 
Catechumen  

Classes

Starting New Series
 

Wednesdays  
7th, 14th, & 21st

Thursday the 29th 

7:00 pm

Newly 
Illumined
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New 
Catechumen



Community

Ministry Areas
 Men’s Fellowship

 Women’s Fellowship

 St Olga Society

 Coffee Hour

 Parish wide Events

 Kitchen Crew

 Inventory / Supplies

 Safety Officer

 Parish Hall Cleaning

Many
      Years!
 Birthdays

1 – Edward Demenchonok
  3 – Sandra Olsen
12 – Faith Andrews
12 – Victoria Adams
16 – Mary-Sophia Savage
18 – Courtney Pittman
20 – David Scouten
21 – Timothy Marble
26 – Joel Truhn
29 – Stephanie Teel

Saturday, January 3rd 
9:00 am

Monthly Meal Prep

For more information, 
Contact: 

Amanda Mosallam

Loaves & 
Fishes

Coffee
Hour

Every Sunday
12:00pm

Join us every Sunday!

This is a great way to build 
community within the 

parish!

 When we are better 
connected to one another, 
we can better impact the 

world around us!

Team 5 – January 4th 
Team 6 – January 11th 
Team 1 – January 18th 
Team 2 – January 25th

Team 3 – February 1st 

Clean Up Teams

If you are on a Clean Up team
Please be aware of when your 

team is working. 

If you are not able to make it 
please let your Team Lead know.

Special Notice

Starting in January 
We will have restructured our teams.

 The New Teams and Schedule is on 
pages 7 - 9 of the Newsletter. 

They are also posted on the bulletin 
board in the Parish Hall and in Realm. 

Thank you for all the hard work you have 
put in this past year to make the Clean-

Up teams a success!  

We are restructuring to ensure it will 
continue to be successful in 2026!

Men’s Fellowship
See Info on Page 6 
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Blessing of the Ocmulgee
Church Picnic

See Info on Page 6 

Ministry Fair
See Info on Page 10

Annual Parish Meeting
See Info on Page 11 



Come on out To Fall Line Brewing Co. 
Thursday January 15th 6:30-8:30 

Enjoy encouraging fellowship and discussion with a 
Drink. This venue is very spacious and has indoor 
and outdoor seating if you are tough enough. 

See Josh Anderson, Wyatt Pittman, or Ashley Pittman to 
sign up or confirm on Realm that you will be there. This 
would be a fine time to invite that friend who has been 
curious about our church. Come be a blessing and receive 
one!  We will see you there.

Men’s Fellowship
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Ocmulgee River Blessing & Picnic
The annual blessing of the Ocmulgee River & picnic at Amerson Park is Jan. 11! The church will be supplying 
the hot dogs and hot dog accompaniments. Please bring a side to round out our meal. Also, bring your own 
chairs as seating under the pavilion is limited.
In addition, we could use a few volunteers to make the picnic a success. Here’s what is needed:

•Someone to bring 5 small tables from the parish hall and set them up at the pavilion. This person will also 
return the tables to the church afterward (leave right after communion) – Anthony and Amanda Mosallam

•Someone to pick up the coffee & hot chocolate from Panera on Riverside (it will already be ordered). Double 
check they include the cups, creamers, sweetener and stirrers (they normally do) (leave right after 
communion) – Joshua Anderson

•Ice and drinks: someone to purchase a couple of bags of ice in a cooler. We also need a gallon each of 
sweet and unsweetened tea, a few liter bottles of soda pop, and a gallon of waters – Blake Brooks

•One or two people to help with setting up the picnic (leave after communion) – Still Need Volunteers

If you are able help with any of these things, please reply to this post in Realm. 

Any questions contact Nichole Thomae
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Updated Coffee Hour Clean Up Teams
Starting January 1, 2026

Teams 1-3

= Team Lead – If you have questions, they are who you talk to

= Closer – They are the one responsible to lock up that Sunday

If you will not be able to help for any reason, please contact your team lead. 

You can also switch with someone from another team if need be, please make sure both 
Team Leads are aware of the switch. 



8

Updated Coffee Hour Clean Up Teams
Starting January 1, 2026

Teams 4-6

= Team Lead – If you have questions, they are who you talk to

= Closer – They are the one responsible to lock up that Sunday

If you will not be able to help for any reason, please contact your team lead. 

You can also switch with someone from another team if need be, please make sure both 
Team Leads are aware of the switch. 
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Leader Closer

Ellie Pelt Sarah Andrews

Anthony Mosallam Fr Theophan Buck

Leah Truhn Dn Columba Croft

Stephanie Curington Andrew Ennis

Lana Pittman Jordan Thomae

Meg Croft Dena Sue Watts

Date Team # Date Team # Date Team #

4-Jan 5 10-May 5 13-Sep 5

11-Jan 6 17-May 6 20-Sep 6

18-Jan 1 24-May 1 27-Sep 1

25-Jan 2 31-May 2 4-Oct 2

1-Feb 3 7-Jun 3 11-Oct 3

8-Feb 4 14-Jun 4 18-Oct 4

15-Feb 5 21-Jun 5 25-Oct 5

22-Feb 6 28-Jun 6 1-Nov 6

1-Mar 1 5-Jul 1 8-Nov 1

8-Mar 2 12-Jul 2 15-Nov 2

15-Mar 3 19-Jul 3 22-Nov 3

22-Mar 4 26-Jul 4 29-Nov 4

29-Mar 5 2-Aug 5 6-Dec 5

5-Apr 6 9-Aug 6 13-Dec 6

12-Apr 1 16-Aug 1 20-Dec 1

19-Apr 2 23-Aug 2 27-Dec 2

26-Apr 3 30-Aug 3 3-Jan 3

3-May 4 6-Sep 4 10-Jan 4

3

2

6

5

4

1

Team

       

Updated Coffee Hour 
Clean Up Team Sundays
Starting January 1, 2026
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St Innocent Orthodox Church

1st Annual

Ministry Fair

Whether you are a long time member 
or 

new to our community, 
there is a place for everyone at SIOC. 

Come and discover how you can be a part of 
our church community.  

We can’t wait to help you 
get connected into the life of our parish!

January 25th @ 1:00 pm
After Coffee Hour

For more information
Contact Sarah Andrews



Dear Voting Members of St. Innocent Orthodox Church,

Blessed Feast of Theophany! Christ is in our midst!

Our Annual Parish Meeting is set for Sunday, February 8th this year.  The Annual Parish Meeting is an 
opportunity for us to review our parish’s Mission and Ministries and connect with our community as a whole. 
Your participation and input will help shape our parish’s future direction. The business side of the annual 
meeting includes voting on measures that directly affect our community, such as electing parish council 
members and approving this year’s parish budget.

On Sunday, the 8th, after the Divine Liturgy, we will have a brief time for food and fellowship, then begin, 
hopefully around 12:15 pm. Please consider bringing extra food for the occasion.

As a member of St. Innocent Orthodox Church, your attendance is vital to the health and success of our 
parish in the years to come. This year, we have 95 voting members, so to achieve a quorum, we will need at 
least 48 members in attendance.

In Christ,
Fr. Theophan Buck

Please Check your email for Agenda, Budget, Nominations, & Last years meeting minutes.

Annual Parish Meeting
February 8th @ 12:15 pm



Charity

For more information on any of 
our Charitable Adventures 

Contact: 
Nicole Thomae

Nothing happening in
January

Be watching for information regarding 
our Lenten Charity next Month
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Evangelism

Ministry 
Areas

 Digital Media

o Website

o Live Stream

o YouTube

o Social Media 

o Photography

o Church Calendar

 Printed Media

o Bulletin

o Newsletter

o Banners & Signs

Social Media
The Week Ahead Events on Social Media

This will be posted every Thursday, highlighting 
events for the following week.

If you have a church event planned:

• Please email social@st-innocent.org with the 
details (Who, What, Where, Why, When)

• If you have a graphic or photo you’d like to 
include, please attach it. (If you would like help 
with a graphic, you can reach out to 

 Sarah ‘Esther’ Andrews) 

• Please try to get it submitted a month prior to the 
event. 

This could be a ministry event, fellowship event, or 
even a personal event (baptism, for example) that 
you’d like to announce to the parish community.

Thank you so much for all your understanding and 
help with this!

If you have any questions, 
please contact Sarah Adams

Newsletter
If you have a church event planned:

• Please email office@st-innocent.org with the 
details (Who, What, Where, Why, When)

• If you have a graphic or photo you’d like to 
include, please attach it. (If you would like help 
with a graphic, just let me know)

• Please submit all information by the 25th of the 
month to go into the next months newsletter. 

This could be a ministry event, fellowship event, or 
even a personal event (baptism, for example) that 
you’d like to announce to the parish community.

If you have any questions, 
Please contact Sarah ‘Esther’ Andrews
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Administrative & 
Committees         

Ministry 
Areas

 Rector / Priest

 Parish Council

 Grounds Maintenance

 Building Maintenance

 Storage Coordinator

 Offering Counters

 Parish Health Team

 IOCC Homefront Team

 Cemetery Committee

 Iconography Committee

 Lily Grant Committee

Tuesday, January 20th  
6:00 pm

Any Questions, Contact: 
Bethany Wilkinson

Parish 
Health 

Team

Iconography
Committee

Phase 2 Plans: 
• Completing the top side walls 

behind the altar that can be 
seen from the nave and adding 
the 4 center walls underneath 
the dome. 

• Tentatively, Vladimir is 
scheduled to return in the fall 
in 2026.

We kindly request your generous donations to 
bless our second  phase of iconography.

Donations can be made on the SIOC Website 
or on Realm. 

Any Questions, Contact: 
Mark Dorogy
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December Meeting  Highlights
Our Meeting in December was on Saturday, December 13th at 11:00 am

• We finalized the budget for 2026, Nominations Report, and Annual Parish Meeting Agenda.

• We discussed our Charity Distributions for and determined the remainder of the 2025  budget would be paid 
to the Monroe Crisis Pregnancy Center for Local and an Alaskan Parish for National.  Jordan will reach out 
to Saint Innocent in Napakiak, AK. 

• We discussed the potential surplus for 2025 and where we would like to allocate those funds.  We will be 
setting aside money for our 30th Anniversary, Iconography, Strategic Planning, and Expansion / 
Missionization. 

• In looking at the budget for 2026, it was discovered that Father’s pay was not calculated correctly part of the 
surplus will be used to correct Father’s 2025 pay. 

• We discussed Cemetery Lawncare and how much would be owed to the church by the cemetery for 2025

• In discussing the Cemetery, we also reviewed the Cemetery Regulations specifically in regard to non-
Orthodox family members. Article III, Section d speaks directly to this point and states “Persons eligible for 
the purchase and assignment of a Certificate of Easement and Use for Burial of Remains in Saint Innocent 
Orthodox Christian Cemetery also include all those who are close family members, i.e., parents, siblings, 
spouses, or children, of those falling within the terms and provisions of Article III , Sections (a) and (b) 
above, but who are themselves not united to the Orthodox Church, but who for exigent pastoral cause, in the 
sole discretion of the Parish Priest and the Parish Council, may appropriately be buried in Saint Innocent 
Orthodox Christian Cemetery.”

• We also discussed the candle stubs and how we wanted to handle them.  There are two 5 gallon buckets 
needing to be emptied.  It was decided the best course of action would be to bury them in a hole at the back 
of the property. 

• We discussed the upcoming Ministry Fair and when and how would be the best way to accomplish our goal.  
There are roles that need to be filled and ministries that need to have more hands.  We do not want to be 
only 1 person deep in any ministry area of the parish. 

• We also took a look at the current resolution with the bank and made changes to who will be authorized to 
do business on behalf of the church with the bank and who will be check signers.  Sarah will draft a new 
resolution to have on file with the bank. 

Parish Council Update

Our next meeting is scheduled for January 17th @ 3:00 pm
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January 2026 Calendar
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February 2026 Calendar - Tentative
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