
At St. Innocent
Orthodox Church,

We seek to make our
Lord 

Jesus Christ 
the center of

everything we do.

We aim to glorify
God through the

beauty of our
worship and to

faithfully preserve
the practices of the

early church.
We strive to love and

care for one
another and for

those in our wider
community.

We pray that our
parish will continue

to be a 
life-giving spring of

the Orthodox
Christian faith, 

by the grace of the 
Holy Spirit.

Happy Church New Year!
The thirtieth anniversary of our founding is coming
up, with our celebration planned for October 3rd and
4th with Bishop Gerasim. We are incredibly thankful
to God for planting this vine here in Macon, Georgia,
and for establishing it over these past thirty years. An
anniversary is a good time to look back with gratitude
and also to look forward. It is good to occasionally
review our mission statement and ask ourselves what
kind of parish we want to be. “At St. Innocent
Orthodox Church, we seek to make our Lord Jesus
Christ the center of everything we do. We aim to
glorify God through the beauty of our worship and to
faithfully preserve the practices of the Early Church.
We strive to love and care for one another and for
those in our wider community. We pray that our
parish will continue to be a life-giving spring of the
Orthodox Christian faith, by the grace of the Holy
Spirit.” Let’s take a moment to break this statement
down and consider some of our core values. 
“We seek to make our Lord Jesus Christ the
center…” 
At St. Innocent, parish life is not ultimately about
programs, buildings, or committees. Everything
begins and ends with the person of Jesus Christ. The
Divine Liturgy is the heart of parish life, but the
Gospel should also shape the way we teach our
children, welcome visitors, care for one another,
conduct our ministries, and make decisions...
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 ...about the future of the parish. Our Church School, adult education, catechism,
men’s and women’s fellowships, youth activities, and parish gatherings are not ends
in themselves. They exist to help us encounter Christ, understand His Gospel, and
grow as His disciples. 
“We aim to glorify God through the beauty of our worship…” 
At St. Innocent, we believe that worship is at the heart of what it means to be the
Church. Through the Divine Liturgy, Vespers, Matins, the Sacraments, processions,
feast days, fasting, sacred music, iconography, and the rhythm of the Church year, we
are continually drawn into the life of Christ. The beauty of Orthodox worship
reminds us that God is worthy of our whole selves—our minds, bodies, voices,
attention, time, and resources. Our efforts to strengthen our choir and liturgical
ministries and to beautify our temple through iconography are ways of offering God
our very best. Our worship is also a witness to those who visit us. When someone
walks through the doors of St. Innocent and encounters reverent worship, sacred
music, icons, incense, Scripture, and the Eucharistic life of the Church, they have the
opportunity to encounter something they may not find anywhere else.  
“…and to faithfully preserve the practices of the Early Church.”  
The Orthodox Church understands herself as the continuation of the Church
established by Christ and revealed in the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. We therefore
treasure the teachings, prayers, Scriptures, Sacraments, fasting, feasts, iconography,
spiritual disciplines, and traditions that have been handed down to us. This is
especially important in a rapidly changing culture. At St. Innocent, our children and
adults should be able to encounter the same apostolic faith that has nourished
Christians for centuries, while learning how to live that faith here in Macon and
Middle Georgia. 
“We strive to love and care for one another and for those in our wider
community.”
 The Gospel becomes visible in the way Christians treat one another. Parish life
means more than gathering together on Sunday morning. It means knowing one
another, bearing one another’s burdens, welcoming newcomers, praying for those
who are suffering, visiting those who cannot attend, supporting families in times of
difficulty, and rejoicing together when there is something to celebrate. 
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Our fellowship activities, youth programs, parish meals, and ordinary relationships
give us opportunities to become more than people who attend the same church. We
are called to become a Christian family. But our love cannot stop at the doors of the
temple. St. Innocent is called to be a witness to Christ for the people around us. Our
IOCC activities, charitable work, community outreach, and simple acts of hospitality
are all ways that we can live this out. 
“We pray that our parish will continue to be a life-giving spring of the
Orthodox Christian faith, by the grace of the Holy Spirit.” 
We cannot build a healthy Orthodox Christian community simply through better
programs, larger buildings, or better administration. These things have their place,
but the life of the Church is ultimately the work of the Holy Spirit. We pray for God’s
grace. We repent when we fail. We forgive one another. We ask God to heal what is
broken, strengthen what is weak, and bring forth fruit that we cannot produce on our
own. St. Innocent is called to be a place from which the living water of Christ flows
outward—to our parishioners, our children, our families, our neighbors, and the
wider communities of Middle Georgia. A life-giving spring is a place people come to
because they are thirsty. Some may be spiritually thirsty. Some may be searching for
truth. Some may be lonely or wounded. Some may simply be looking for a deeper
Christian life. Others may be curious about Orthodoxy. Our calling is to make St.
Innocent a place where such people encounter Christ, His Church, His Gospel, and
His people. As we celebrate thirty years, may we give thanks for what God has done
here and ask Him to continue to bless and establish this parish, so that St. Innocent
may remain a life-giving spring of the Orthodox Christian faith for Macon and all of
Middle Georgia. 
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Worship

Important Dates Regular Services

Sundays
9:40 am Hours

10:00 am Liturgy 
12:00 pm Coffee Hour

Wednesdays

Saturdays

Please Remember!
The Church Office is closed on Mondays.

Monday the 7th
Vespers with Litya 

at 6 PM

Tuesday the 8th
Divine Liturgy for the

Nativity of the
Theotokos at 9 AM

Monday the 14th
Divine Liturgy for the

Exaltation of the
Precious Cross at 9 AM

6:00 pm Daily Vespers 

5:00 pm Choir Practice
6:00 pm Great Vespers

6:45 Confession

Thursday the 3rd
Divine Liturgy at 9 AM

September 2026

Saturday the 19th

Pan-Orthodox Cross
Dive at 11 AM

Thursday the 24  th

Divine Liturgy for 
Ss. Juvenaly and

Peter at 9 AM

October 1st

Divine Liturgy for
the Protection of

the Most Holy
Theotokos at 9 AM
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Parish Life

many Years and 
Birthdays!

Clean Up Teams
Team #4
Team #5
Team #6
Team #1

If you are on a Clean Up team
Please be aware of when your

team is working. 

If you are not able to make it 
please let your Team Lead 

know.

September 6  th

September 13th

September 20th

September 27th

Elena Mareska
Nichole Lawrence
Sophia Curington
Jessica Drnek
Weston Stewart
Meredith Talmage
Jani Lamberth
Jefferson-Mitchell DeMott
John Armstrong
Mariana Munteanu
Elizabeth Talmage
Anthony Gomez
Jamie Sauer
Michael Mareska
Elena Buck
John Paul Williams
John Williams
Tyler McKoon
Harrison Thompson
Nicholas Yeatman
Marie Brown
James Olson
Deacon Columba
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3
3
4
4
5
9
9
10
11
12
12
13
13
15
17
22
22
26
27
28
29
29
30
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Ladies’s Fellowship

Faith & fellowship (Kathleen)

JOIN US for a time of spiritual instruction led by Fr. Theophan, followed by 
a shared meal and fellowship.

This group offers a welcoming, informal setting to grow in the Orthodox
Faith, ask questions, and build deeper relationships—especially for those
in the Warner Robins area, as well as catechumens and newly illumined
members. Families and children are warmly welcome.

All are invited to come as they are able. Please RSVP on Realm

September 8th & 22nd at 6 PM

men’s Fellowship
Penance and Paintball

Men’s Fellowship will meet for
penance via warfare at 

Big Indian Paint Ball in Perry, GA on
September 5 , 10 AM - 1 PMth

September 2026

Food and Fellowship
Men’s Fellowship will meet for

dinner together 
followed by spiritual discussion led

by Father Theophan on
October 15 , 6:30 PM - 8:30 PMth

Trivia Night at Society Garden
Women’s Fellowship will meet for

food and trivia on
September 24 , 6:30 PMth

Book Club
Join us for discussion of 

“The Art of Myrrhbearing” 
Parts 2 & 3

(See Realm for more info)
October 19th



7

Catechism and Education

Pray for our
Catechumen

Book of the Month

Shekinah Aquino
Blake Brooks
Hazel Brooks
Jessica Brooks
Luna Brooks

Jefferson DeMott
Charlene DeMott
Jefferson DeMott
Rebekah DeMott

John Dirks
Evalynn Dixon
James Dixon

Rebekah Dixon
Zion Dixon
Bob Drnek

Bobby Drnek
Jessie Drnek
Sadie Drnek
Seth Elrod

Brittany Fox
Dakota Fox
Emily Fox
John Fox

Corey George
Eyndia Henderson

John Henderson
Merrick Henderson
Micah Henderson

Miranda Henderson
Aaron Hensley Ellie

Krieger James
Krieger Joseph

Krieger Michelle
Krieger Tomas

September 2026

The Orthodox Way, 
by Metropolitan
Kallistos Ware

The Orthodox Way is a concise
introduction to Orthodox theology
and practice, emphasizing that our
spiritual life is not a collection of
intellectual beliefs but our daily
journey towards seeking communion
with God. It tackles the Orthodox
perspective on topics like evil, faith
and salvation, while retaining an
accessible read instead of an overly
academic book. While The Orthodox
Way is often recommended as
reading for catechumens and
inquirers, it is also an excellent read
for those who have been Orthodox
for years, as it reminds all of us to
press on and deepen our faith and
journey towards communion with
God. The library has several copies
on display in our “Book of the
Month” stand, so please check them
out!

 Krieger Jacob
Lamberth Rodney
Lamberth Michael

Liscio Raena
Liscio Christopher

Mallory Scott
Martin Ethan

Mckinnon Seth
Moon Adam Overly

Jacob Owens
Michael Pemberton

Logan Pind 
Chavva Rodriguez

Sebastien Rodriguez
Elizabeth Sauer

Lydia Shelton Micah
Shelton Sarah

Shelton 
Scott Shelton 

Nadia Stephens 
Samuel Stewart 

Savannah Stewart 
Tyler Stewart 

Weston Stewart
 Emmanuel Stout 

Abby Strickl 
Joshua Strickl 
Emily Tawk 
Zeke Taylor 
Chase Toy 

Anzlie Vessell 
Chad Vessell 
Clark Vessell 
Logan Ward 

Debra Weatherall
John Paul Williams

https://www.google.com/search?q=Aaron+Hensley+Ellie+Krieger+James+Krieger+Joseph+Krieger+Michelle+Krieger+Tomas+Krieger+Jacob+Lamberth+Rodney+Lamberth+Michael+Liscio+Raena+Liscio+Christopher+Mallory+Scott+Martin+Ethan+Mckinnon+Seth+Moon+Adam+Overly+Jacob+Owens+Michael+Pemberton+Logan+Pind+Chavva+Rodriguez+Sebastien+Rodriguez+Elizabeth+Sauer+Lydia+Shelton+Micah+Shelton+Sarah+Shelton+Scott+Shelton+Nadia+Stephens+Samuel+Stewart+Savannah+Stewart+Tyler+Stewart+Weston+Stewart+Emmanuel+Stout+Abby+Strickland+Joshua+Strickland+Emily+Tawk+Zeke+Taylor+Chase+Toy+Anzlie+Vessell+Chad+Vessell+Clark+Vessell+Logan+Ward+Debra+Weatherall+John+Paul+Williams&rlz=1C1HKFL_enUS1213US1213&oq=Aaron+Hensley+Ellie+Krieger+James+Krieger+Joseph+Krieger+Michelle+Krieger+Tomas+Krieger+Jacob+Lamberth+Rodney+Lamberth+Michael+Liscio+Raena+Liscio+Christopher+Mallory+Scott+Martin+Ethan+Mckinnon+Seth+Moon+Adam+Overly+Jacob+Owens+Michael+Pemberton+Logan+Pind+Chavva+Rodriguez+Sebastien+Rodriguez+Elizabeth+Sauer+Lydia+Shelton+Micah+Shelton+Sarah+Shelton+Scott+Shelton+Nadia+Stephens+Samuel+Stewart+Savannah+Stewart+Tyler+Stewart+Weston+Stewart+Emmanuel+Stout+Abby+Strickland+Joshua+Strickland+Emily+Tawk+Zeke+Taylor+Chase+Toy+Anzlie+Vessell+Chad+Vessell+Clark+Vessell+Logan+Ward+Debra+Weatherall+John+Paul+Williams&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBBzE3OWowajeoAgCwAgA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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